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IPS, the global news agency, brings you independent news and views on 
capital punishment. In this newsletter you will find in-depth reports by IPS 
correspondents from around the world and columns by experts, in addition 
to special sections for news from international NGOs and a review of the 
global media for a glimpse of what is happening on the ground. Join us in 
helping strengthen awareness about the abolition of death penalty – and 
encourage your friends and colleagues to subscribe to this free monthly 
newsletter. 

 

RIGHTS-PAKISTAN: Death 
Row Convicts Bear Brunt of 
Torture 
By Zofeen Ebrahim  
KARACHI, Pakistan, Oct 30, 2010 (IPS) 
- As if being sentenced to death is not 
enough punishment, those on death 

row in Pakistan are also among those being singled out for abuse by jail 
personnel.  
MORE >>

RIGHTS-CHINA: Jury Still Out On Fewer Crimes Punishable by Death  
By Gordon Ross 
BEIJING, Oct 20, 2010 (IPS) - China’s top legislative body is considering scrapping the death penalty for 13 non-violent 
crimes, including tax evasion, tomb raiding and animal smuggling. But the impact these changes will have on the total 
number of prisoners the country puts to death is uncertain.  
MORE >>

DEATH PENALTY-INDIA: No Noose Is Good News  
By Ranjit Devraj 
NEW DELHI, Oct 14, 2010 (IPS) - Campaigners against the death penalty in India are hopeful that a series of 
commutations of hanging sentences to life imprisonment this month will add up to a trend against the award of capital 
punishment.  
MORE >>

MALAYSIA/SINGAPORE: Divided Over the Death Penalty  
By Gregory Xavier 
SINGAPORE, Oct 13, 2010 (IPS) - South-east Asian neighbours Malaysia and Singapore have had several political spats 
over the years, including long-running arguments over water supply and a territorial dispute over the Pedra Branca islets at 
the eastern entrance to the Straits of Singapore.  
MORE >>

TAIWAN: Activists Turn to Film as Weapon against Death Penalty 
By Dennis Engbarth 
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TAIPEI, Oct 11, 2010 (IPS) - "We never want to see anyone else in Taiwan become a second Lu Cheng," declared Lu 
Ching, referring to her younger brother whom she believes was wrongfully executed in September 2000 after being forced 
to confess to a kidnap-murder.  
MORE >>

KAZAKHSTAN: Prisoners Protest by Self-Mutilation 
By Pavol Stracansky 
ASTANA, Oct 10, 2010 (IPS) - Horrific protests that have seen hundreds of inmates slice their stomachs open over 
conditions in jails in Kazakhstan are set to continue as the UN accuses the Central Asian country of trying to mask the real 
state of its prison system.  
MORE >>

DEATH PENALTY: Arab Abolitionist Movements Seek Unity 
By Cam McGrath 
CAIRO, Oct 9, 2010 (IPS) - Rights activists have called for nascent abolitionist movements of the Middle East and North 
Africa to coordinate their efforts to press Arab regimes to end capital punishment.  
MORE >>

Abolition of the Death Penalty - New 'De Facto' Millennium Goal 
By IPS Correspondents  
MADRID, Oct 7, 2010 (IPS) - Spanish Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero 
announced Thursday the creation of an International Commission Against the Death 
Penalty, whose immediate goal is a global moratorium by 2015, to put an end to what 
he described as the "horror" of capital punishment.  
MORE >>

DEATH PENALTY: Abolition Needed, Not Moratorium  
By Pavol Stracansky 
MOSCOW, Oct 7, 2010 (IPS) - While almost all former Soviet states have rid their legal systems of the death penalty, a 
handful keep moratoriums in place. And although any stop to the death penalty is welcomed by campaigners against 
capital punishment, they say that in an often politically troubled region which has already seen calls for a reinstatement of 
the death penalty, complete abolition is needed to ensure authoritarian and populist leaders cannot reinstate it.  
MORE >>
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KARACHI, Pakistan, Oct 30, 2010 (IPS) - 

As if being sentenced to death is not 

enough punishment, those on death 

row in Pakistan are also among those 

being singled out for abuse by jail 

personnel. 

 

This is according to rights groups that 

are already up in arms over how torture 

seems to have become far too common 

in Pakistani prisons.  

 

In September, the independent Human 

Rights Commission of Pakistan (HCRP) 

discovered that three inmates in a 

Punjabi jail had developed renal 

ailments after being tortured by jail 

staff. Two of them are on death row.  

 

"Those on death row are considered 

expendable relative to the fact that they 

are already condemned," says Rafia 

Zakaria, a Pakistan-born director at the 

human rights monitor Amnesty 

International.  

 

There is tacit tolerance of the torture 

for those facing capital punishment. 

Explaining the prevailing attitude, rights 

campaigner Zohra Yusuf says, "They 

(death row inmates) are guilty of 

heinous crimes and so do not deserve a 

humane treatment."  

 

Indeed, the treatment of prisoners is 

itself abhorrent, with the ways of 

torturing them including foot whipping 

with a cane or rod, prying out of 

fingernails, rubbing chili into eyes, and 

beatings with the victim stripped and 

hung upside down.  

 

Mirza Tahir Hussain, a British national 

who spent nearly two decades on death 

row in Pakistan before his sentence was 

commuted to life imprisonment in 2006, 

told IPS that the most popular torture 

methods of Pakistani jailers are the 

‘Panja’ and the ‘Jahaz’.  

 

"In ‘Panja’," he said, "the victim is held 

by both his arms and slapped on the 

neck and head, which leaves him 

severely shocked and unconscious. In 

‘Jahaz’, the victim is made to lie face 

down. He is held and stretched by four 

guards (who) lift him off the ground and 

whip him with a terrible invention called 

‘chitter’ (a kind of leather belt) on the 

back and bottom." He added: "And this 

RIGHTS-PAKISTAN 

Death Row Convicts Bear Brunt of Torture 

By Zofeen Ebrahim 
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is just the tip of the iceberg."  

 

In the recent Punjab case, the three 

inmates who were tortured were first 

beaten severely before they were 

stripped naked. Then with their private 

parts taped so that they could not 

urinate, they were forced to drink four 

litres of water each and administered 

injections that made them want to 

relieve themselves.  

 

According to the HCRP, the tape was not 

removed off the inmates’ private parts 

until four hours later.  

 

It also says that as many as 20 prisoners 

were actually beaten up after the jail 

staff searching for mobile phones in the 

cells came up empty. But the three 

inmates, in particular, received more 

abuse.  

 

Pakistan is a signatory to the U.N. 

Convention Against Torture and the 

International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights. Activists also point to 

Article 14 of the Constitution of 

Pakistan, which states, "No one shall be 

subjected to torture or to cruel inhuman 

or degrading treatment or punishment."  

 

"It does provide the basis for litigation," 

says Zakaria, referring to the charter. 

"The only obstacle would be an 

immunity clause that could apply to 

police officers acting in their 

investigative capacity, although I have 

been unable to find one myself."  

 

But the constitution is apparently just 

the ideal. According to human rights 

activist I A Rehman, most prisoners in 

this country are beaten up almost as 

soon as they step into the jail. "They 

cannot look the jail staff in the eyes," he 

says. "The prison staff enjoy wide 

powers to punish the prisoners."  

 

Rights groups say part of the problem is 

that there is no system through which 

prisoners or their relatives could report 

abuse by jail personnel.  

 

A jail superintendent in Sindh province 

refutes this, though, saying, "In Sindh, 

since a year now, prisons are visited 

every day by a judicial magistrate and by 

a district court judge once a week. The 

magistrate meets every person 

individually and in private. So a prisoner 

can lodge a complaint and many do."  

 

The superintendent asserts, however, 

that not all the complaints are justified 

and hints prisoners need "disciplining" 

because they tend to turn violent.  

 

"There have been riots, too, and 

prisoners have to be dealt with more 
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firmly," he adds.  

 

The HRCP itself says that the incidence 

of jail riots have increased in recent 

years – often as protests against the 

excesses of jail staff.  

 

Hussain, the British convict who was 

released shortly after the commutation 

of his sentence, has theorised that the 

idea behind the abuse is to cause 

"maximum verbal, physical, and mental 

torture to scare the victim and to make 

him an example to the rest of the 

inmates".  

 

He also said, "Someone on death row 

can become a target of severe torture 

by the prison authorities – from lowest 

to highest ranks – without even the 

slightest provocation and this may 

continue over a long period of time."  

 

On average, death row inmates in 

Pakistan spend 10 years in incarceration 

before they are executed, usually by 

hanging. This can also be much 

lengthier, as in the case of Hussain who 

spent 18 years behind bars.  

 

Estimates by rights groups put the 

current number of death row inmates in 

Pakistan at about 7,400 – one-third of 

the global total and the largest in the 

world.  

 

The Asian Legal Resource Centre (ALRC) 

has also noted that 63 years ago, only 

"murder and treason" carried the death 

penalty in Pakistan.  

 

Today, it said, 27 crimes carry the 

capital punishment, "including 

blasphemy, stripping a woman in public, 

terrorist acts, sabotage of sensitive 

institutions, sabotage of railways, 

attacks on law enforcement personnel, 

spreading hate against the armed 

forces, sedition, (and) cybercrimes".  

(END)  

 

RIGHTS-CHINA 

Jury Still Out On Fewer 

Crimes Punishable by Death 

 

By Gordon Ross 

 

BEIJING, Oct 20, 2010 (IPS) - China’s top 

legislative body is considering scrapping 

the death penalty for 13 non-violent 

crimes, including tax evasion, tomb 

raiding and animal smuggling. But the 

impact these changes will have on the 

total number of prisoners the country 

puts to death is uncertain. 

 

The proposed changes come as the 

result of a push by Chinese legal 
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scholars who argue that too many 

people are being unfairly executed for 

committing trivial crimes. The group has 

already successfully persuaded 

authorities to require Supreme Court 

approval for all death sentences and to 

make confessions obtained by torture 

inadmissible in capital cases.  

 

The proposed amendment, which a 

committee of the National People’s 

Congress began considering in August, 

would reduce the number of crimes 

punishable by death from 68 to 55.  

 

Crimes that would no longer warrant 

the death penalty include smuggling 

gold, silver, cultural relics and rare 

animals; forging or falsely selling tax 

invoices; teaching crime-committing 

methods; robbing ancient cultural ruins; 

and carrying out fraudulent activities 

with letters of credit or financial bills.  

 

In fact, the death penalty is seldom used 

for these crimes and the changes would 

mostly reflect the current reality.  

 

The death penalty will continue to apply 

to a range of non-violent crimes that are 

only vaguely described in China’s 

criminal code, including "attempting to 

split the state," "revealing state secrets" 

and "subversion." Crimes such as 

accepting bribes, making fake medicine 

and damaging public property would 

also remain punishable by death.  

 

Currently, the vast majority of 

executions in China are for aggravated 

murder and large-scale drug trafficking.  

 

Pi Yijun, a criminology professor at the 

China University of Political Science and 

Law, says that China should gradually 

reform its capital punishment laws so 

that the number of crimes punishable 

by death is reduced even further. But Pi 

argues that China, which is still 

undergoing rapid social transformation, 

"needs a powerful and effective penal 

system" that includes the death penalty.  

 

The proposed changes are a good, if 

long overdue, first step, Pi says. "This is 

the first real amendment to reduce 

death penalty crimes since the 

enactment of China’s criminal law in 

1979…. The number of crimes to be 

deducted accounts for nearly 20 percent 

of overall death crimes, which is a huge 

step but China remains way off 

international standards."  

 

Tang Jitian, a prominent advocate of 

freedom of speech whose law licence 

was suspended for defending members 

of the Falun Gong religious group, is an 

outspoken critic of the death penalty. 

He says the death penalty in not an 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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effective deterrent to crime and that 

major reforms to China’s capital 

punishment laws are needed if China is 

to address its human rights record.  

 

The proposed changes are a positive 

step, Tang says, "but I don’t think it is 

enough. As society develops, I think 

more (crimes) should be deducted from 

the list."  

 

The human rights group Amnesty 

International argues that the proposed 

changes will have little impact on the 

total number of people China puts to 

death.  

 

Although the government does not 

reveal death penalty statistics, Amnesty 

International has estimated that China 

executes thousands of people each 

year, far more than the rest of the world 

combined. Many of those, the group 

argues, are put to death by the ruling 

Communist Party for political reasons.  

 

This year, to protest against China’s 

policy of secret executions, Amnesty 

International refused to publish its 

estimate of the number of people put to 

death in China. But the Dui Hua 

Foundation, a San Francisco-based 

human rights group, estimates that just 

under 5,000 people were executed in 

2009.  

 

In a paper published in July, Zhao 

Bingzhi, a professor at the College for 

Criminal Law Science at Beijing Normal 

University, called on the Chinese 

government to provide exact death 

penalty statistics so that the Chinese 

populace can supervise the death 

penalty system and its reform.  

 

In China, public support for the death 

penalty remains high. According to a 

survey by Sina.com, China’s largest 

news portal, over 75 percent of Chinese 

were in favour of the death penalty, 

compared with 13.6 percent against.  

 

Yang Jun, a 45-year-old securities broker 

in Beijing, says the proposed changes to 

the death penalty are a good step in 

China’s societal development, but that 

the punishment is necessary to deter 

serious crimes. "There will still be crimes 

in a civilised society," he says. "I think 

the death penalty can shock criminals 

into not committing crimes."  

 

Jia Qi, 26, works in Beijing’s media and is 

opposed to the death penalty for all 

crimes but one: intentional murder. 

"The right to life is a basic right, which is 

protected by the constitution. Depriving 

a person’s life means depriving every 

other one of this person’s rights," she 

says. (END)  
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DEATH PENALTY-INDIA 

No Noose Is Good News  

 

By Ranjit Devraj 

 

NEW DELHI, Oct 14, 2010 (IPS) - 

Campaigners against the death penalty 

in India are hopeful that a series of 

commutations of hanging sentences to 

life imprisonment this month will add 

up to a trend against the award of 

capital punishment. 

 

''There is definitely a marked reluctance 

among judges in India to hand out death 

sentences and this is absolutely right,'' 

says Maja Daruwalla, director of the 

Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative 

(CHRI).  

 

Daruwalla said two of the three 

commutations this month were 

especially commendable because they 

dealt with rape and murder cases where 

the families of the victims were 

motivated to demand the extreme 

penalty ''apparently out of a strong 

desire for vengeance.''  

 

On Oct. 7 India's Supreme Court, seeing 

'mitigating factors,' commuted the 

death sentence of Santosh Kumar Singh, 

awarded by a lower court for the 

sensational rape and murder of 

Priyadarshini Mattoo, a fellow law 

student, 14 years ago.  

 

The apex court stuck to its principle that 

the death penalty should be resorted to 

only in the ''rarest of rare'' cases.  

 

The Court observed that Singh belonged 

to a social class that enjoyed "unlimited 

power or pelf or even more 

dangerously, a volatile and heady 

cocktail of the two."  

 

Singh's clout was apparent in his original 

acquittal by the trial court, but this 

resulted in a public outcry that 

prompted the intervention of the 

Central Bureau of Investigation, India's 

premier sleuthing agency, and his 

subsequent conviction by the Delhi High 

Court.  

 

Yet, because the "balance sheet tilts 

marginally in favour of the appellant'', 

judges H.S. Bedi and C.K. Prahlad 

decided to convert the death sentence 

awarded by the High Court into life 

imprisonment while maintaining the 

conviction.  

 

"Where the option is between a life 

sentence and a death sentence and the 

court itself feels some difficulty in 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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awarding one or the other, it is only 

appropriate that the lesser sentence 

should be awarded,'' the judges 

explained in their landmark decision. 

"This is the underlying philosophy 

behind 'the rarest of the rare' principle.''  

 

Daruwalla said that it was important 

that the judges upheld the idea that the 

convict should be given a chance to 

reform. ''There is nothing to suggest 

that he [Singh] would not be capable of 

reform,'' the judges had ruled.  

 

According to Daruwalla the apex court 

was only following tradition laid down 

by India's great religious or 

philosophical teachers such as Gautam 

Buddha and Mahatma Gandhi that no 

one has the right to take life.  

 

A day after the apex court's ruling, 

another court in southern Bangalore 

shied away from passing the death 

sentence on a cab driver Shiva Kumar 

found guilty of raping and murdering an 

employee of a business process 

outsourcing unit of the Hewlett Packard 

corporation.  

 

The leniency in the two cases 

contrasted sharply with the 2004 

hanging of Dhananjoy Chatterjee, 

sentenced to death for the rape and 

murder of a 14-year-old girl in her 

apartment in Kolkata city in 1990.  

 

Chatterjee's hanging, carried out after 

several appeals at different levels of the 

judiciary failed, and clemency was 

denied by the government, was seen by 

many activists as a setback for the death 

penalty abolition campaign in this 

country.  

 

The People's Union of Civil Liberties 

(PUCL), a leading rights organisation, 

had then argued that executing 

Dhananjay would be retributive and an 

instance of state terror.  

 

''That deterrence has never worked 

because the real issue is the existence 

of a culture that treats women as non-

persons, which needs to be transformed 

first,'' says PUCL counsel and rights 

activist Colin Gonsalves.  

 

While Dhananjay's hanging was the last 

carried out in India, this country may 

still be several years away from 

complete abolition of capital 

punishment going by recent 

pronouncements made by K.G. 

Balakrishnan, India's former chief justice 

and currently chairman of the National 

Human Rights Commission, a statutory 

body.  

 

Balakrishnan holds that the death 
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penalty has a deterrent effect especially 

at a time when different types of crime 

are on the increase. "If you analyse, 

many of those who were given death 

penalty really deserved it,'' said 

Balakrishnan in response to questions 

from reporters on the subject.  

 

India joined 53 other countries to vote 

against the December 2007 United 

Nations General Assembly moratorium 

on executions, passed with 104 votes in 

favour and 29 abstentions. But Indian 

judges generally follow the 1983 

Supreme Court ruling that the death 

penalty may be resorted to only in the 

"rarest of rare cases".  

 

The reluctance of judges to order 

hangings (the sole approved form of 

capital punishment) may be seen from 

the fact that only one person is due to 

be hanged for the 1995 assassination of 

Beant Singh, then chief minister of the 

western state of Punjab.  

 

On Oct. 12 the Punjab and Haryana High 

Court commuted the death sentence of 

Jagtar Singh Hawara, one of two Sikh 

militants due to hang for the 

assassination in which a suicide bomber 

and 17 others died. The other militant, 

Balwant Singh, did not appeal against 

his death sentence. (END)  

 

MALAYSIA/SINGAPORE 

Divided Over the Death 

Penalty 

By Gregory Xavier 

 

SINGAPORE, Oct 13, 2010 (IPS) - South-

east Asian neighbours Malaysia and 

Singapore have had several political 

spats over the years, including long-

running arguments over water supply 

and a territorial dispute over the Pedra 

Branca islets at the eastern entrance to 

the Straits of Singapore. 

 

But it is a more emotionally-charged 

issue – the state- sanctioned snuffing of 

a human life – that is at the centre of a 

new storm brewing between the two 

countries, as activists rallying for the 

death of capital punishment rush to 

save the life of Yong Vui Kong, a 22-year

-old Malaysian on death row in 

Singapore.  

 

A group of Malaysian anti-death penalty 

campaigners protested outside the 

Singapore High Commission in 

Malaysia’s capital Kuala Lumpur on Aug. 

10, submitting a memorandum to 

protest the denial of due process to 

Yong, who was just 18 when he was 

arrested in Singapore in 2007 for 

trafficking 47 grammes of heroin.  

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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One member of the group, outspoken 

Malaysian Member of Parliament S 

Manickavasagam, said they would place 

a coffin outside the Singapore High 

Commission if Yong is hanged.  

 

"We’re not talking about a political feud 

that doesn’t make sense to anyone but 

the Singapore and Malaysia 

governments," says a Singaporean 

lawyer, Joshua, who declined to be 

identified in full. "We’re talking about a 

human life, and we should be more 

worried if there were no emotions, no 

public outcry."  

 

A 2005 survey by state-controlled 

newspaper ‘The Straits Times’ revealed 

that some 96 percent of Singaporeans 

supported the use of the death penalty, 

which is mandatory in cases of 

trafficking of more than 30 grammes of 

heroin. Possession of drugs to unlawful 

discharge of arms to murder are in the 

range of offences covered by capital 

punishment under the Penal Code.  

 

But slowly, support for its abolition 

appears to be on the increase, with 

activists using online media like blogs 

and videos posted on YouTube and 

Vimeo to circumvent the strict laws on 

public protests and stranglehold of 

information by the state-run press.  

 

The Singapore Anti-Death Penalty 

Campaign (SADPC), an independent 

group started in 2005 that calls for the 

abolition of the death penalty, has more 

than 1,400 members in its group on 

Facebook, a popular social networking 

website.  

 

A heart-wrenching scene on Aug. 24, of 

Yong’s family kneeling outside the 

Istana in Singapore after they delivered 

a petition with 109,346 signatures, 

begging President S R Nathan to spare 

the life of the young man, was watched 

by thousands worldwide.  

 

But in a strange turn of events, Yong’s 

lawyer was told that "the President has 

no discretion under the Constitution… 

to grant pardons."  

 

"The power to do so rests solely with 

the Cabinet," High Court Judge Steven 

Chong told Yong’s lawyer M Ravi, a 

leading human rights activist here, who 

argues that comments made by 

Singapore’s law minister had prejudiced 

and compromised Yong’s constitutional 

right to an appeal for clemency.  

 

"Yong Vui Kong is young. But if we say, 

‘We let you go’, what is the signal we 

are sending?" Law Minister K 

Shanmugam told a public forum on May 
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9, according to local media reports. "We 

are sending a signal to all the drug 

barons out there: Just make sure you 

choose a victim who is young, or a 

mother of a young child, and use them 

as the people who carry the drugs into 

Singapore," Shanmugam said.  

 

"(Yong’s campaign) has been quite a 

journey and we have seen the campaign 

growing beyond our shores," said the 

SADPC in an Oct. 10 statement to mark 

the World Day Against the Death 

Penalty.  

 

"The support we have received from our 

Malaysian colleagues and their network 

is motivating and we will definitely 

continue our campaign efforts to keep 

Yong Vui Kong alive and to advocate for 

a second chance," it added.  

 

Indeed, the sentiment against capital 

punishment in this tiny but affluent 

island-state pales in comparison to the 

waves generated by neighbouring 

Malaysia. The ‘Save Yong Vui Kong!’ 

page on Facebook has gathered close to 

21,000 supporters.  

 

According to his lawyer, Yong has 

turned over a new leaf in the three 

years he has spent in prison.  

 

Once a wayward teenager, Yong has 

immersed himself in Buddhism, shaved 

his head, and now teaches his fellow 

prisoners about Buddhist principles. The 

Chinese-speaking youth has also learnt 

to speak Malay and English while in 

prison, and wants to be an advocate 

against drug abuse, Ravi added.  

 

Meantime, while the battle rages on to 

save Yong from the gallows, Malaysian 

activists in August asked the Singapore 

government to admit that it wrongfully 

executed 23-year-old Malaysian Vignes 

Mourthi in 2003.  

 

The uproar follows new information 

revealed in a book launched in June, 

‘Once a Jolly Hangman: Singapore 

Justice in the Dock’ by British writer 

Alan Shadrake, which includes 

interviews with human rights activists, 

lawyers, former police officers, and the 

former chief executioner at Singapore's 

Changi Prison.  

 

According to Shadrake’s book, Mourthi 

was convicted based on a handwritten 

transcript of a conversation he had with 

an undercover officer. But the fact that 

the officer was facing allegations of 

rape, sodomy and bribery at the time he 

gave the evidence – and subsequently 

jailed for 15 months for bribery – was 

kept from the court.  

 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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"Singapore has murdered an innocent 

person in cold blood," said N Surendran 

of Malaysian group Lawyers for Liberty.  

 

But the Singapore attorney general's 

office says the book casts doubt on the 

impartiality, integrity and independence 

of the country's judiciary, and has 

arrested the 75-year-old author on 

charges of contempt of court and 

criminal defamation. He is out on bail.  

 

"I don’t think the death penalty will be 

abolished soon, but the mandatory 

death penalty may go first," Shadrake 

told IPS days ahead of his Supreme 

Court hearing on Oct. 18. (END)  

 

TAIWAN 

Activists Turn to Film as 

Weapon against Death 

Penalty 

 

By Dennis Engbarth 

 

TAIPEI, Oct 11, 2010 (IPS) - "We never 

want to see anyone else in Taiwan 

become a second Lu Cheng," declared 

Lu Ching, referring to her younger 

brother whom she believes was 

wrongfully executed in September 2000 

after being forced to confess to a kidnap

-murder. 

 

Lu issued the plea on Oct. 8, the first 

day of a three- day film festival called 

‘Murder by Numbers’ which began with 

the screening of a documentary on this 

case. The festival was organised by the 

Taiwan Alliance to End the Death 

Penalty (TAEDP) to mark World Day 

Against the Death Penalty on Oct. 10.  

 

‘Formosa Homicide Chronicle II: The 

Case of Lu Cheng’, directed by Tsai 

Tsung-lung for Taiwan’s Public 

Television Service in 2001, chronicles 

the story of former police officer Lu 

Cheng, who was executed on Sep. 7, 

2000 after being convicted of the kidnap

-murder of a former high school 

classmate in Tainan City in 1998.  

 

The conviction was based almost 

entirely on a confession obtained 

through a 36-hour interrogation by 

police.  

 

Other films around the death penalty 

from Taiwan, Germany, India, Japan, 

Iran, France, Hong Kong and the United 

States were also screened at the 

festival.  

 

The event took place amid several 

setbacks in rights campaigners’ efforts 

to secure the abolition of the death 
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penalty in Taiwan, which has been in 

the criminal code since it took effect in 

1935. Among these setbacks is the 

government’s breaking of what had 

been a 52-month moratorium on 

executions that the former Democratic 

Progressive Party government began in 

December 2005.  

 

Since the Lu Cheng case, the quality of 

Taiwan’s police, prosecutors and judges 

and the implementation of criminal 

investigation procedures have "sadly 

not improved much", says Lin Yung-

sung, director of the Judicial Reform 

Foundation and former director of 

Taiwan’s Legal Aid Foundation.  

 

"If this movie had been a Hollywood 

drama, the entire audience would have 

been applauding," explained TAEDP 

Executive Director Ms Lin Hsin-yi, "but 

no one clapped their hands when it 

ended because everyone felt stunned 

and powerless."  

 

"Speeches, seminars and books are 

important, but movies like can present 

comprehensive stories that are direct 

and moving and easier understood and 

can plant a seed in a person’s mind and 

heart," she added.  

 

Taiwan’s moratorium on executions was 

ended by the Chinese Nationalist Party 

(Kuomintang) government of President 

Ma Ying-jeou on Apr. 30, with the 

execution of four death row inmates 

convicted of kidnapping and murder or 

multiple murders.  

 

The execution orders were signed by 

Justice Minister Tseng Yung-fu, a former 

prosecutor who replaced a predecessor, 

Wang Ching-feng, who resigned in 

March in the wake of a political furor 

over her public refusal to sign them.  

 

The abolition movement suffered 

another setback when Taiwan’s 

Constitutional Court declined on May 28 

to accept three petitions, filed by TAEDP 

on behalf of the then 40 remaining 

death row prisoners, that challenged 

the constitutionality of the death 

penalty.  

 

The Court rejected TAEDP arguments 

that it conflicts with the International 

Covenant for Civil and Political Rights 

and the International Covenant on 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 

which had become part of Taiwan law in 

March 2009.  

 

Prospects for change in Taiwan’s use of 

the death penalty are also clouded by 

President Ma’s appointment of 

conservatives as president and vice 

president of the judicial branch, and 
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thus chairman and vice chairman of the 

Constitutional Court, for six-year terms.  

 

Since May, four more people have been 

added to death row. Activists are also 

awaiting a Nov. 12 judgment by the 

Taiwan High Court on the ‘Hsichih Trio’ 

case, involving three people who were 

sentenced to death for the March 1991 

murder of a couple in the Taipei suburb 

of Hsichih based almost entirely on their 

confessions.  

 

Over the past 19 years, the trio, who 

said their confessions were extracted by 

torture in interrogation in August 1992, 

has had 11 retrials and three 

extraordinary appeals, becoming the 

focus of a global human rights 

campaign.  

 

Earlier in May, Taiwan’s Justice Ministry 

cited opinion polls showing that 74 

percent of adults oppose abolition as 

grounds for its policy to work for "the 

ultimate goal of abolishing the death 

sentence by gradually reducing (its) use" 

and formulating "complementary 

measures" to prepare for abolition.  

 

In the meantime, the ministry said it 

would abide by the principle of 

"administration based on law" and 

implement death sentences confirmed 

by the Supreme Court.  

 

Chief prosecutor Chien Mei-hui, director 

of a ministry special task force on the 

death penalty, told IPS that the 

committee was studying how the 2005-

10 moratorium affected crime rates, 

possible substitutes for the death 

penalty, means to enhance protection 

for victims and other measures to 

prepare for eventual abolition.  

 

For instance, Chien said the task force 

has reached "internal consensus" that 

"victim-less crimes", notably drug 

trafficking, should not be subject to 

capital punishment.  

 

But the Lu Cheng documentary shows 

that "the problem is not simply whether 

Taiwan should have the death penalty 

but whether the Taiwan judicial system 

is qualified to pass death sentence 

judgments", said Judicial Reform 

Foundation’s Lin. ‘Formosa Homicide’ 

related the unsuccessful campaign by 

Lu’s sisters, Lu Ping and Lu Ching, to 

secure the tapes of his 36-hour 

interrogation to probe inconsistencies in 

the handling of the case.  

 

The Tainan city police’s refusal to 

release the tapes "has made this a case 

in which it is impossible to find the 

truth", says the film’s director Tsai 

Tsung-lung, now a communications 
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instructor at National Chung Cheng 

University in the same county. "During 

the making of this film, we encountered 

shocking problems at each link in the 

judicial system that make it possible for 

such tragic cases to occur," said Tsai.  

 

But while she and her sister had been 

treated as troublemakers during their sit

-in protests for their brother, Lu Ping 

recalled how one police guard at the 

legislature told her that "you two sisters 

are very brave and we are grateful to 

you as our superiors have told us that 

we must be more rigorous and cannot 

have another such case."  

 

Said Lu Ping: "As long as one person 

believes my brother is innocent, we 

believe that Taiwan’s justice has a 

chance for progress and that our pain 

has not been in vain." (END)  

 

 

KAZAKHSTAN 

Prisoners Protest by Self-

Mutilation 

 

By Pavol Stracansky 

 

 

ASTANA, Oct 10, 2010 (IPS) - Horrific 

protests that have seen hundreds of 

inmates slice their stomachs open over 

conditions in jails in Kazakhstan are set 

to continue as the UN accuses the 

Central Asian country of trying to mask 

the real state of its prison system. 

 

Convicts have said that torture, beatings 

and rapes are common in prisons and 

that the only option left to them to 

highlight their plight to the outside 

world is brutal self-mutilation.  

 

Tanja Niemeier, political advisor who 

was part of a delegation led by 

European MP Joe Higgins to Kazakhstan 

last month which met with former 

prisoners, told IPS: "Protests are still 

going on and it looks like they will, 

unfortunately, continue and more 

people will self-mutilate. It is the only 

way they have of protesting at the 

desperate conditions they face.  

 

"Officials have tried to say that the 

situation is improving. But it is not. 

Things are very grim."  

 

Kazakhstan, a resource-rich former 

Soviet state in Central Asia ruled since 

1991 by autocratic President Nursultan 

Nazarbayev, has faced international 

criticism for its human rights record for 

years. Abuses of fundamental freedoms 

have been documented at all levels of 

society.  
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But some of the most severe criticism 

has been levelled at the penal system, 

and particularly over torture in jails.  

 

Former convicts have spoken of horrific 

brutality in prisons. They have 

recounted instances of inmates being 

hung from the ceiling and beaten, 

guards urinating on cell floors and then 

dragging prisoners around using them 

as human mops to wipe the floor, while 

others have been forced to lick spit off 

floors.  

 

Complaints over brutality in jails only 

lead to more beatings and a transfer, 

often to a more violent prison, they 

claim.  

 

Living conditions in the jails -- which 

were built as Soviet gulags -- is also a 

problem. Convicts are often kept in 

converted barracks that house up to 

100 people and sometimes cells meant 

for ten hold up to 20 inmates at any one 

time. Prisoners say they are only 

allowed to use a shower once every two 

weeks and that they are underfed.  

 

Convicts' desperation at the situation 

has led to the current wave of self- 

mutilation. More than 100 prisoners 

have self-mutilated in the past two 

months, with pictures taken on mobile 

phones of inmates with stomachs sliced 

open given to media as evidence. Some 

inmates have managed to talk to local 

media from their cells to speak of their 

ordeal.  

 

The Kazakh government has claimed 

that the prisoners are not actually 

protesting against conditions and have 

been forced into cutting their stomachs 

open by gangs inside the prison.  

 

Niemeier said: "That is the story the 

government has put forward. We have 

information from the prisoners 

themselves and we have no reason to 

doubt their claims."  

 

Kazakh authorities have also dismissed 

claims of widespread torture and said 

that complaints are thoroughly 

investigated but that many turn out to 

be unfounded.  

 

But last year the UN's special rapporteur 

on torture, Prof. Manfred Nowak, 

reported after visiting Kazakhstan that 

he had spoken to inmates and former 

prisoners who had told him of torture 

and the appalling conditions inside jails.  

 

He wrote in a report at the time that 

"the use of torture and ill-treatment 

certainly goes beyond isolated 

instances."  
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He also said that local authorities had 

tried to hide the real state of the prisons 

and that new beds and mattresses had 

been brought in, cells cleaned up, and 

prisoners forced to paint walls ahead of 

his visit.  

 

Prof Nowak made a series of 

recommendations on improving prison 

conditions, including setting up a proper 

complaints procedure which would not 

lead to reprisals for inmates.  

 

Speaking to IPS this week after a visit to 

Kazakhstan late last month to check on 

the implementation of his 

recommendations, Prof Nowak said 

authorities had been involved in 

"window dressing" the situation in 

prisons.  

 

"Torture remains a major problem. The 

government did a lot to obstruct my fact

-finding efforts in 2009. It was difficult 

for me to arrive at a good assessment of 

the situation," he said.  

 

He added that the recent spate of 

prisoners self-mutilating was worrying. 

"Every mutilation, self-injury or hunger 

strike is a serious source of concern. 

These reports have to be investigated 

and questions asked as to why these 

things are happening."  

 

Local rights campaigners say the 

prisoners' protests have highlighted a 

penal system which has reached a 

"critical point".  

 

Vadim Kuramshin, a prominent lawyer 

and rights campaigner who has 

previously been jailed for libel and who 

says he was tortured and raped in 

prison, told media after protests last 

month: "The situation in Kazakh prisons 

has reached a critical point. The system 

requires cardinal changes, but no one 

wants to do anything about it. Torture is 

widespread. The mechanism for lodging 

complaints about the actions of the 

prison authorities does not work at all. 

And there is simply no response to any 

of the complaints."  

 

Matthew Pringle of The Association for 

the Prevention of Torture NGO, whose 

organisation attended a meeting in 

Kazakhstan last week along with Prof 

Nowak on the implementation of 

Nowak's rights recommendations, told 

IPS: "It is the same old problem -- 

torture, including beatings to get 

confessions out of people. There is a lot 

of work that needs to be done to get the 

situation changed."  

 

Niemeier said that MEPs would now be 

working to bring pressure to have a 
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December summit of the Organisation 

for Security and Cooperation in Europe 

(OSCE) -- which Kazakhstan is currently 

chairing -- cancelled over the continued 

abuse of prisoners.  

 

"We are doing our best to bring 

pressure on MEPs to raise questions in 

national parliaments and have this 

summit stopped. Western states are 

turning a blind eye to Kazkah torture 

because they want the country's 

resources," she said. (END)  

 

 

DEATH PENALTY 

Arab Abolitionist Movements 

Seek Unity 

 

By Cam McGrath 

 

CAIRO, Oct 9, 2010 (IPS) - Rights 

activists have called for nascent 

abolitionist movements of the Middle 

East and North Africa to coordinate 

their efforts to press Arab regimes to 

end capital punishment. 

 

"Civil society managed to put abolition 

on the agenda in many Arab countries," 

says Mervat Reshmawy, a human rights 

consultant. "Unfortunately, abolitionist 

movements in the region are still 

divided over whether to demand a 

moratorium (on executions), a 

reduction in the number of capital 

crimes, or full abolition."  

 

While capital punishment is legislated in 

all Arab countries throughout the 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 

region, its application varies from one 

country to the next.  

 

Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia have 

maintained de facto moratoriums on 

executions for nearly two decades, 

though courts continue to hand down 

death sentences for various offences. 

Iraq, Yemen and Egypt strongly back the 

use of the death penalty, regularly 

carrying out executions by hanging or a 

firing squad.  

 

In Saudi Arabia, which carried out at 

least 69 executions last year, criminals 

including juvenile offenders are 

beheaded in a public square.  

 

Rights activists say deeply entrenched 

misconceptions about the death penalty 

prevail throughout the region. Many 

Arabs believe Sharia (Islamic law) to be 

the basis for capital punishment in their 

penal code, and attempts to repeal the 

death penalty from legislation have met 

stiff resistance from Islamists and 

conservatives.  



Page 20 

http://ipsnews.net/new_focus/deathpenalty/ 

 

"The public in Arab countries is unaware 

that Sharia limits the application of the 

death penalty to only a few crimes, and 

there are alternatives (to execution)," 

says Abood Sarraj, law professor at 

Damascus University.  

 

Sarraj claims the majority of legislated 

capital offences are not found in Sharia, 

but rather are aimed at deterring 

violent crime and threats to state 

security. He argues that capital 

punishment has proven ineffectual in 

curbing crime rates, and that flawed 

Arab judiciaries prevent defendants 

from receiving fair trial.  

 

"The number of crimes punishable by 

death in the MENA region is 

exceptionally large... and most are not 

related to Sharia," he told abolitionists 

meeting in Egypt last month. "We're 

against the death penalty because we 

know it is an ineffective deterrent to 

crime and really just an act of revenge. 

But now we need to convince the 

masses."  

 

Abolitionist movements were virtually 

unheard of in the Arab world a decade 

ago. Campaigns to end capital 

punishment are now active in over half 

a dozen MENA countries, and advocates 

have become increasingly vocal in 

recent years.  

 

But it is not an easy battle. Campaigners 

say opposition from repressive 

governments and conservative religious 

groups has forced them to tread 

carefully. Many activists report being 

threatened or defamed.  

 

"In Yemen, the public still perceives 

abolition as being against Sharia," 

explains Taghreed Jaber, MENA regional 

director of Penal Reform International. 

"Activists in Algeria face serious threats 

from Islamists, and it is very risky to 

campaign in any of the Gulf countries."  

 

Recognising strength in unity, activists 

from across the Arab world are building 

a regional coalition to help press their 

governments to abolish capital 

punishment. The coalition includes 

groups from Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Palestine and 

Yemen.  

 

"We need more voices in the region to 

speak out against the death penalty," 

says Jaber. "Coalition activists need to 

be more involved in terms of proposing 

legislation, issuing statements and 

building the capacity of various civil 

society organisations."  

 

The drafting of the Alexandria 
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Declaration in May 2008 was an 

important milestone for the regional 

movement. The document implores 

Arab regimes to comply with United 

Nations General Assembly Resolution 

62/149, which calls for nations to 

impose a moratorium on executions as 

a step toward full abolition.  

 

However, differences in the judiciaries, 

values and public sentiment in the 

various MENA countries have hampered 

attempts to define a unified strategy.  

 

"There is no single strategy for abolition 

in the region -- you have to look at this 

issue country by country," Magda 

Boutros of the Egyptian Initiative for 

Personal Rights told IPS. "Each Arab 

country is very different, and there are 

sharp differences in opinion on the 

death penalty at the national level, and 

even within civil society itself."  

 

At a regional gathering in the northern 

Egyptian city of Alexandria last month, 

abolition strategies proved as diverse as 

the conference's delegates, who 

comprised members of civil society from 

nearly a dozen Arab countries, as well as 

international organisations.  

 

Some activists pressed for a full and 

immediate repeal of the death penalty, 

arguing that abolition should be 

attained as quickly as possible to 

prevent the movement from losing 

momentum. Others favoured a gradual 

reduction in the number of capital 

offences, particularly those 

incompatible with Sharia.  

 

A consensus was reached, however, 

that the initial objective of any regional 

campaign should be to urge 

parliamentarians to impose a 

moratorium on executions.  

 

"All we are asking for now is a 

moratorium so that we can stop the 

bloodshed," said sociologist Mustafa Al-

Muraizeq of the Moroccan Organisation 

for Human Rights (OMDH). "After that, 

we can debate strategies for full 

abolition." (END)  

 

 

Abolition of the Death 

Penalty - New 'De Facto' 

Millennium Goal 

 

By IPS Correspondents 

 

MADRID, Oct 7, 2010 (IPS) - Spanish 

Prime Minister José Luis Rodríguez 

Zapatero announced Thursday the 

creation of an International Commission 

Against the Death Penalty, whose  
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immediate goal is a global moratorium 

by 2015, to put an end to what he 

described as the "horror" of capital 

punishment. 

 

The 10-member Commission was 

formally established Thursday in 

Madrid, ahead of the World Day Against 

the Death Penalty, commemorated on 

Oct. 10. It is presided over by former 

UNESCO director general Federico 

Mayor Zaragoza.  

 

Mayor Zaragoza, founder and chairman 

of the Foundation for a Culture of 

Peace, called for "the total eradication 

of this inhumane punishment," which, 

he pointed out, is still on the books in 58 

countries, although 139 have abolished 

it in law or practice.  

 

With the creation of the new 

Commission, abolition of capital 

punishment becomes a "de facto" ninth 

Millennium Development Goal (MDG).  

 

The eight MDGs are a series of 

development and anti-poverty targets 

adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly in 2000, with a 2015 deadline.  

 

At the ceremony to launch the 

Commission, held in the Moncloa 

Palace, Spain's seat of government, 

Rodríguez Zapatero -- who played a key 

role in the creation of the new body -- 

said "the death penalty is not a 

punishment, it is a horror."  

 

The abolition of capital punishment, the 

socialist prime minister said, is a basic 

premise for the universalisation of 

human rights.  

 

The Commission -- which is made up of 

an equal number of women and men -- 

is composed of former Italian prime 

minister Giuliano Amato; Ruth Dreifuss, 

former president of the Swiss 

Confederation; former Haitian prime 

minister Michèle Duvivier Pierre-Louis; 

former foreign minister of Algeria 

Mohammed Bedjaoui; and former 

French justice minister Robert Badinter.  

 

The other members are former U.N. 

High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Louise Arbour, from Canada; Argentine 

lawyer and human rights expert Rodolfo 

Mattarollo; the chairwoman of the 

Pakistan Human Rights Commission, 

Asma Jahangir; Turkish philosopher 

Ioanna Kuçuradi; and New Mexico 

Governor Bill Richardson, who in 2009 

added his state to the list of 15 U.S. 

states to abolish the death penalty.  

 

The chair of the Commission, former 

UNESCO (U.N. Educational, Scientific, 

and Cultural Organisation) head Mayor  
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Zaragoza, explained that its members 

would act as an independent task force 

whose aim is to complement the 

struggle against capital punishment 

carried out by organised civil society as 

well as the U.N. itself.  

 

The immediate objective is to push for a 

universal moratorium on the death 

penalty, that would go into force in 

2015.  

 

The 14 countries that were the initial 

signatories of its founding document are 

Algeria, Argentina, the Dominican 

Republic, France, Italy, Kazakhstan, 

Mexico, Mongolia, the Philippines, 

Portugal, South Africa, Spain, 

Switzerland and Turkey.  

 

The founding charter states that the 

death penalty violates the right to life 

and the right to not be subjected to 

torture or other cruel, inhuman, or 

degrading treatment or punishment, 

both of which are recognised by the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

 

It also says capital punishment is the 

ultimate denial of human rights.  

 

The chair of the Commission said other 

aims are an end to executions in cases 

in which international law prohibits or 

explicitly restricts its application – 

another aspect established by the 

founding document.  

 

Mayor Zaragoza, who is also chair of the 

Board of Directors of the Inter Press 

Service (IPS) international news agency, 

said that setting 2015 as the target date 

for the first big goal was not a random 

decision, and that the 10 members 

believe it will be another great 

accomplishment for humanity.  

 

"We are going to intercede to prevent 

more executions from here on out," he 

said, stressing that the intention is for 

the new mechanism to be "practical and 

based on concrete objectives."  

 

The achievement "without delay" of the 

worldwide moratorium would be a first 

step towards the total eradication of the 

death penalty in all regions of the world.  

 

Amnesty International reported that 

there were at least 714 executions in 

2009, most of them in Saudi Arabia, the 

United States, Iraq and Iran. But the 

figure does not include the thousands of 

executions that were likely to have 

taken place in China, where information 

on the subject is a state secret.  

 

The London-based rights watchdog said 

at least 2,000 people were sentenced to 

death in 56 countries last year.  
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An element of great concern for the 

members of the Commission is the 

move towards reinstatement of the 

death penalty in some countries, such 

as Guatemala.  

 

There are currently 19 people on death 

row in Guatemala, where executions are 

carried out by lethal injection. However, 

there has been a de facto moratorium in 

that Central American country since the 

last execution in 2000.  

 

Social Democratic President Álvaro 

Colom announced that he would once 

again veto a law that would reintroduce 

the death penalty. On Tuesday, Oct. 5 

Congress approved the law, which 

would give the president the power to 

decide whether to grant clemency and 

commute the sentences of death row 

inmates.  

 

"Social democracy does not support the 

death penalty," said the president.  

 

Under the law, the death penalty would 

be reinstated once Colom's term ends, 

in January 2012.  

 

Rodríguez Zapatero urged the 

Commission to take an immediate 

interest in the situation in Guatemala.  

 

The prime minister said the members of 

the Commission are "true masters in the 

defence of human rights," and that they 

bring together a wealth of experience 

and wisdom. (END)  

 

 

DEATH PENALTY 

Abolition Needed, Not 

Moratorium 

 

By Pavol Stracansky 

 

MOSCOW, Oct 7, 2010 (IPS) - While 

almost all former Soviet states have rid 

their legal systems of the death penalty, 

a handful keep moratoriums in place. 

And although any stop to the death 

penalty is welcomed by campaigners 

against capital punishment, they say 

that in an often politically troubled 

region which has already seen calls for a 

reinstatement of the death penalty, 

complete abolition is needed to ensure 

authoritarian and populist leaders 

cannot reinstate it. 

 

Jacqueline Macalesher, death penalty 

project manager at Penal Reform 

International, told IPS: "Moratoriums 

are not enough. Countries need to 

abolish the death penalty entirely. 

Wherever you have governments that 

are prone to populism and 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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authoritarianism, there is always a risk 

that a death penalty under moratorium 

can be easily brought back."  

 

Following the fall of communism, states 

across Eastern Europe and Central Asia 

that had once been part of the Soviet 

Union inherited constitutions which 

included the death penalty. Although 

Belarus still carries out executions, 

throughout the last two decades many 

of those countries have legally 

abolished it. Some, however, have 

issued only a moratorium.  

 

Russia introduced a moratorium in 1996 

and it was extended indefinitely last 

year by the Constitutional Court. 

Despite pledges to fully abolish the 

death penalty, Russia's parliament has 

never done so. Experts say that leaders 

are wary of definitively outlawing it 

because of widespread public support 

for capital punishment.  

 

One Moscow-based activist 

campaigning for the end of the death 

penalty told IPS: "Here in Russia populist 

politicians use the death penalty to win 

votes because they know it is supported 

by ordinary people. Public opinion is 

one of the reasons the Russian 

authorities are in no hurry to go through 

with complete abolition."  

 

The death penalty also has its strong 

backers among politicians, and 

continuing terror attacks have already 

led to calls for its re-introduction. 

Following attacks in Moscow in March 

which left 39 people dead, a group of 

senators said they wanted a law drafted 

to reinstate capital punishment.  

 

Previously, leaders in semi-autonomous 

regions such as Ingushetia which has 

suffered from terrorism, had made 

similar calls.  

 

Campaigners argue that politicians 

could be tempted to reinstate capital 

punishment in an attempt to woo voters 

by appearing to deal firmly with crime.  

 

One such recent example, experts point 

out, came in Poland which had already 

outlawed capital punishment. In Polish 

elections in 2005 politicians promoted a 

return of the death penalty -- despite 

the fact that EU membership expressly 

forbids it.  

 

Heather McGill, a specialist on the death 

penalty at Amnesty International, told 

IPS: "It appeared this was done solely to 

give the appearance of addressing the 

crime situation."  

 

Public support for the death penalty 

remains generally high in many former 
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Soviet states. Sociologists say that this is 

down in part to cultural histories of 

capital punishment for the most violent 

crime, and slow changes in views on 

human rights compared to most 

Western states.  

 

They say that while many Western 

countries abandoned the death penalty 

in the second half of the last century as 

it came to be seen as a violation of 

fundamental human rights, that debate 

was absent in the totalitarian Soviet 

Union.  

 

Polls carried out late last year showed 

that between 65 and 74 percent of 

Russians wanted capital punishment 

brought back.  

 

In Belarus, where the death penalty is 

actively enforced, it is estimated that as 

many as four-fifth of the population 

backs its continued use.  

 

The Central Asian state Tajikistan is 

another of the few countries in the 

region which has not completely 

abolished the death penalty.  

 

The poorest of the five Central Asian 

nations that were formerly part of the 

Soviet Union has seen an explosion of 

terrorist violence in recent months. No 

one has been executed since 2004 when 

a moratorium was introduced. But 

officials in the country -- ruled with an 

iron fist by President Emomali Rakhmon 

-- have said public support for the death 

penalty is such that the country is not 

yet ready for complete abolition.  

 

A moratorium also exists in a number of 

internationally unrecognised states 

which are beyond the control of the 

territories they are located in -- 

Abkhazia and South Ossetia in Georgia, 

and the Transdniestrian Moldavian 

Republic in Moldova. (END)  

 

 

November Highlights 

 

BRITAIN: Not Executing, Just 

Enabling 

 

European Union officials are reluctant to 

tighten up rules covering the trade in 

products designed for torture or the 

death penalty, despite suggestions that 

a British company has been exporting 

lethal injection drugs used in 

executions, IPS reports from Brussels. 

 

During the last week of October, Jeffrey 

Landrigan was executed by the U.S. 

state of Arizona. The state's attorney 

general has revealed that the sodium 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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of a shortage of the substance 

domestically.  

 

Opponents of the death penalty want 

an EU regulation on the trade in the 

tools of torture and capital punishment 

strengthened so that pharmaceutical 

companies would be banned from 

selling sodium thiopental to 

executioners.  

 

But the European Commission, the EU's 

executive arm, has indicated that it is 

averse to revising the regulation - dating 

from 2005 - given that sodium 

thiopental also has medicinal 

applications.  

 

Asked if the Brussels authorities would 

be investigating the use of a British- 

made substance in Arizona or examining 

how the regulation can be tightened, a 

Commission spokesman said that while 

his institution is opposed to the death 

penalty, it recognised that sodium 

thiopental is "widely used" as an 

anaesthetic in medicine.  

 

"The EU has rules that prohibit the trade 

in goods used for capital punishment 

and torture and ill-treatment, as well as 

the supply of technical assistance 

related to such goods," the spokesman 

told IPS. "These rules, however, do not 

include sodium thiopental in the lists of 

prohibited and controlled goods. 

Sodium thiopental is on the list of 

essential drugs of the World Health 

Organisation." 

 

 

Fighting Violence with Death 

in Guatemala 

 

As the movement for the abolition of 

the death penalty gains ground 

worldwide, Guatemala is seeking to 

reintroduce capital punishment, which 

has been in legal limbo since 2000. 

Congress has already approved a law 

paving the way for the execution of 41 

death row inmates, IPS reports from 

Guatemala City. 

 

"The law is the law, and whether it is a 

deterrent or not, as long as it is in effect 

it must be enforced," Anabella de León, 

a lawmaker belonging to the rightwing 

Patriot Party (PP), told IPS. "Personally I 

am in favour of human rights, including 

life, but the lives of honest people, not 

of someone who has no scruples about 

taking the life of another."  

 

On Oct. 5, five days before the 

celebration of World Day Against the 

Death Penalty, the legislature passed a 

law reinstating the death penalty, as 

well as the power of the Guatemalan 
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president to grant or deny pardon to 

inmates condemned to death by lethal 

injection.  

 

This complies with article 4, item 6 of 

the American Convention on Human 

Rights, ratified by Guatemala, which 

stipulates that any person condemned 

to death has the right to appeal for 

amnesty, pardon or commutation of the 

sentence, which cannot be carried out 

while the prisoner's appeal is pending.  

 

The law will come into effect Jan. 15, 

2012, when the government voted in at 

the September 2011 general elections 

takes office in this Central American 

country of 14 million people.  

 

 

News from International 

 NGOs - October 2010 

 

New briefing on the death 

penalty for drug offences is 

released 

 

The International Harm Reduction 

Association (IHRA) has released a new 

briefing written in partnership with 

Penal Reform International and Human 

Rights Watch 'The Death Penalty for 

Drug Offences and International 

Support for Drug Enforcement'. The 

purpose of this briefing is to highlight 

the dangers associated with funding 

drug control activities in countries with 

capital drug laws as detailed in IHRA’s 

report Complicity or Abolition? 

  

The death penalty for drug-related 

crimes is a violation of international 

human rights law according to UN 

human rights monitors and treaty 

bodies. Such laws are also at odds with 

the goals of abolitionist countries that 

oppose the death penalty for all crimes. 

Yet many of these abolitionist countries 

provide financial assistance to counter-

narcotics projects in countries where 

drug offences are punishable with 

death, putting them at risk of 

contributing to the practice. 

  

This briefing provides recommendations 

to donor-countries to avoid such 

unintended consequences. 

Link > http://www.penalreform.org/

files/

ComplicityDeathPenaltyBriefing.pdf 

 

 

MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND, 

ARE EXECUTED GLOBALLY FOR 

DRUG OFFENCES  

There are at least 32 states around that 
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world that prescribe the death penalty 

for drug offences. While many of these 

states do not actually implement the 

executions provided for in law, in some 

countries drug offenders comprise a 

significant proportion – or even a 

majority – of those killed each year. 

IHRA estimates that at least hundreds, 

and possibly more than one thousand, 

are executed globally for drug offences 

on an annual basis. 

The weight of international legal 

opinion finds that the death penalty for 

drug offences is in violation of 

international human rights law. In many 

ways, capital punishment for drugs is 

the ultimate example of drug 

enforcement policies and practices 

undermining human rights protections. 

IHRA’s death penalty project monitors 

the status of the death penalty for drugs 

worldwide, and advocates for its 

abolition. It focuses specifically on the 

development and implementation of 

practical human rights tools to assist 

donor countries and international 

organisations that provide drug 

enforcement assistance in death penalty 

states, with the goal of ensuring such 

aid does not lead to death sentences or 

executions. Once implemented, the 

tools will be applicable not just to the 

death penalty, but may also be used to 

highlight other human rights concerns 

including HIV prevention, crop 

eradication/alternative development, 

drug dependence treatment and other 

key areas of drug policy. 

 

 

Locked up and Forgotten? – 

PRI Contributes to the 

Campaign For Pre-Trial 

Justice and Reduced Prison 

Overcrowding in South Asia 

 

Penal Reform International's Policy 

Director, Mary Murphy, participated in a 

conference organised by GTZ (the 

German government’s development 

agency), Bangladesh ministries and civil 

society legal aid organisations on 6 and 

7 October 2010 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

This considered priorities for criminal 

justice reform in relation to the problem 

of overcrowding of prisons in South Asia 

and other parts of the developing world. 

 

In common with a number of countries 

in Africa and Asia, in Bangladesh a large 

proportion (some 67.7 percent) of those 

held in overcrowded conditions are not 

even convicted, and their continued 

detention can be directly linked to lack 

of access to legal advice and assistance 

and inadequate court oversight of the 

legality of their detention. Experts and 

other activists from Bangladesh, India, 



Page 30 

http://ipsnews.net/new_focus/deathpenalty/ 

Malawi, Nepal, Pakistan, South Africa 

and the UK developed 

recommendations in workshops that 

looked at issues of policy, legislation, 

procedure and practice. 

 

A Draft Declaration for Reducing 

Overcrowding in South Asia was 

adopted that calls for: 

- Imprisonment to be used only as a 

measure of last resort 

- Prison construction to be recognized 

as not being a long term solution 

to  overcrowding 

- Minor offences to be diverted from the 

criminal justice system and submitted to 

alternative modes of resolution 

- Pre-trial detention to be used as a last 

resort and for the shortest possible 

periods 

- Community based measures to be 

used wherever possible 

- Early release to be facilitated 

- Medical responses to drug addiction, 

mental illness and other ill health 

- Children to be kept out of all forms of 

punitive detention 

- Abandonment of imprisonment on the 

pretext of ‘ protection’  

 

The declaration also urges the following: 

- Better coordination between all 

relevant official and unofficial agencies 

involved in the criminal justice process 

- Provision of legal information and 

assistance from the earliest stages and 

throughout the process 

- Development of effective and 

constructive community based 

sanctions and measures 

- Informing the public of the reasons 

why overcrowding exists and why and 

how it must be tackled 

- Taking immediate steps to ensure that 

the treatment of those held in 

overcrowded conditions is in conformity 

with human dignity. 

 

PRI took the opportunity to publicise 

and distribute at the conference its new 

publication Making Law and Policy that 

Work, which in the section entitled 

‘Access to Justice’ seeks to assist 

governments in avoiding the 

unnecessary and unnecessarily 

prolonged practice of imprisoning 

unconvicted persons. The practice 

damages society and its individual 

members, and is a severe infringement 

of the right to liberty as laid out in 

Article 9 of the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights. 

 

Represented at the conference was the 

Open Society Justice Initiative’s Global 

Campaign for Pre-Trial Justice, in which 

PRI and a large number of organizations 

in the developing world are taking part. 

This campaign aims to document the 

scale and gravity of the problem of 
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overcrowding in pre-trial detention, 

develop communities of practitioners, 

and pilot good practice in implementing 

community based, non-custodial 

approaches. 

 

Read more >http://

www.penalreform.org/publications/

making-law-and-policy-work 

 

 

PRI Welcomes UK 

Government’s Decision to 

Amend Legislation on 

Prisoners’ Right to Vote 

 

Five years ago the European Court of 

Human Rights ruled that the United 

Kingdom’s wholesale exclusion of 

sentenced prisoners from the 

democratic process was unlawful. PRI 

welcomes the recent news that the UK 

government will amend its legislation 

and practice regarding restrictions on 

prisoners’ right to vote.  

 

“International standards require that 

prison be a place for people to reform; 

barring prisoners from voting goes 

against this objective. Most prisoners 

will eventually return to society, they 

may become our neighbours and co-

workers. They should have a say in how 

our country is run and participate in 

elections. Incarceration is a punishment 

in itself and prisoners should not 

automatically be further penalised by 

being denied the right to vote,” said 

Alison Hannah, PRI’s Executive Director. 

 

PRI has campaigned for the right of 

prisoners to vote, on several occasions 

urging the Secretary to the Committee 

of Ministers of the Council of Europe to 

consider serving the UK government 

with a formal notice to refer to the 

European Court the question whether 

the Government had failed in its 

obligations. 

 

 

65th General Assembly Third 

Committee approves text on 

‘Bangkok Rules’ for 

Treatment of female 

Prisoners (15TH October 

2010) 

 

Penal Reform Internationl welcomes the 

news that on 15 October 2010 the Third 

Committee (Social Humanitarian and 

cultural) approved text recommending 

to the General Assembly the adoption 

of a resolution setting out United 

Nations standards for the treatment of 

women prisoners and non-custodial 
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measures for women offenders, also 

known as the “Bangkok Rules”. 

 

The draft resolution on United Nations 

Rules for the Treatment of Women 

Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures 

for Women Offenders (the Bangkok 

Rules) (document A/C.3/65/L.5), had 

been adopted by the Economic and 

Social Council on 22 July, and was 

adopted by the Third committee 

without a vote. 

 

By this text, the General Assembly 

adopted the Rules, which were 

developed at an expert group meeting 

in Bangkok 23-26 November 2009 and 

are annexed to the resolution.  The 70 

rules, intended to improve the 

treatment of women prisoners, cover 

such issues as the implementation of 

gender-sensitive prisoner classification 

and security risk assessments, the 

provision of gender-specific health-care 

services, guidance on the treatment of 

children living with their mothers in 

prison, the specific safety concerns of 

women prisoners, the development of 

pre- and post-release programmes that 

take into account the stigmatization and 

discrimination that women face once 

released from prison.  These are 

considered issues that did not receive 

sufficient attention in the Standard 

Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 

Prisoners adopted in 1955. 

 

See http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/65/

proposalstatus.shtml for status of 

resolutions by third committee.  

 

Penal Reform International has been 

instrumental in the drafting and 

promotion of the United Nations Rules 

for the Treatment of Women Prisoners 

and Non-Custodial Measures for 

Women Offenders. Its twenty years of 

international experience working with 

women and children in places of 

detention contributed to and informed 

the drafting process. 

 

PRI staff and Board took part in drafting 

meetings held in Bangkok, Thailand and 

supported the draft rules at the UN 

Crime Congress preparatory meetings in 

Nairobi, Doha and Helsinki. A regional 

roundtable organised by PRI in Amman 

gave the region an opportunity to 

review the draft Rules and submit 

regional perspectives.  

 

The draft rules were translated by PRI in 

Moscow and distributed to the UNODC 

and Russian prison authorities. PRI in 

Central Asia disseminated the rules to 

authorities across the region. 

Translation of the Rules into Arabic and 

Chinese was also provided by PRI. 
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Read more > http://

www.penalreform.org/publications/

draft-standard-minimum-rules-

treatment-female-prisoners 

 

 

Saudi Arabian King Urged to 

Stop Execution of Sri Lankan 

Domestic Worker 

 

Amnesty International urged on 26 

October 2010 the Saudi Arabian King to 

halt the execution of a young Sri Lankan 

woman who has lost her appeal against 

a death sentence for a murder 

committed when she says she was 17 

years old. 

 

Rizana Nafeek, who was arrested in May 

2005 on charges of killing an infant in 

her care, had her death sentence 

upheld on Monday by Riyadh's Supreme 

Court.  

 

The case now awaits final ratification by 

King ‘Abdullah. Sri Lankan President 

Mahinda Rajapaksa has already 

appealed to the King to exercise 

clemency, AI said. 

 

“It would be outrageous if Rizana 

Nafeek were to be executed for this 

crime,” said Malcolm Smart, Director of 

Middle East and North Africa 

programme at Amnesty International. 

“It appears that she was herself a child 

at the time and there are real concerns 

about the fairness of her trial.” 

 

“Saudi Arabia has had one of the highest 

rates of executions in the world, with 

migrants from poor and developing 

countries among the main victims.” 

 

Rizana Nafeek entered Saudi Arabia in 

May 2005 to work as a housemaid using 

a passport that gives her date of birth as 

February 1982, although she says she 

was actually born six years later, in 

February 1988, as her birth certificate 

indicates.  

 

If she was born in February 1988, she 

was only 17 at the time of the crime for 

which she has been sentenced to death.  

 

Rizana Nafeek had no access to lawyers 

during her pre-trial interrogation, when 

she says she was assaulted, or at her 

first trial. She initially “confessed” to the 

murder but has since retracted her 

confession, which she says she was 

forced to make under duress after being 

physically assaulted in detention. 

 

The domestic worker's case was 

transferred back and forth between 

various courts after she was sentenced 

to death on 16 June 2007 by a court in 
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Dawadmi until the Supreme Court 

confirmed her death sentence earlier 

this week. It has now been referred to 

King Abdullah and if he ratifies it she will 

be at imminent risk of execution. 

 

The court which sentenced her 

reportedly relied on the age given in her 

passport and did not allow her birth 

certificate or other evidence of her age 

to be considered.  

 

As a state party to the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (CRC), Saudi 

Arabia is bound not to execute people 

convicted of crimes committed when 

they were under 18 years old.  

 

At least 158 people, including 76 foreign 

nationals, were executed by the Saudi 

Arabian authorities in 2007, and at least 

102 people, including almost 40 foreign 

nationals, were executed in 2008.  

 

In 2009, at least 69 people are known to 

have been executed, including 19 

foreign nationals. Since the beginning of 

2010, at least 21 people have been 

executed, including five foreign 

nationals. 

 

Saudi Arabia applies the death penalty 

for a wide range of offences in court 

proceedings that fall far short of 

international standards for fair trial. 

Defendants are rarely allowed formal 

representation by a lawyer and in many 

cases they are not informed of the 

progress of legal proceedings against 

them. 

 

 

UN to Consider Third 

Resolution on a Moratorium 

on Executions 

 

The 65th session of the United Nations 

General Assembly (UNGA) is now 

considering a resolution on a 

moratorium on the use of the death 

penalty, Amnesty reported on  27 

October 2010. 

 

Resolutions calling for the 

establishment of a worldwide 

moratorium on executions were 

adopted - with strong support from all 

regions of the world - by the General 

Assembly in both 2007 and 2008. These 

resolutions reiterate the UN's 

commitment to the promotion and 

protection of human rights, as well as to 

abolition of the death penalty. 

 

A third resolution will be considered at 

the Third Committee of the UNGA in 

November 2010 and then in the plenary 

session in December 2010. The 2007 

and 2008 resolutions strengthened 
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international human rights standards 

and opened vital space - at the UN and 

around the world - for meaningful 

consideration of the illegitimacy of 

capital punishment. These resolutions 

helped galvanise greater action by civil 

society and regional organisations 

towards the goal of total abolition of 

capital punishment. A third resolution 

on moratorium on the use of the death 

penalty is a critical opportunity to 

maintain global momentum and move 

the community of states closer to the 

achievement of a death penalty-free 

world. 

 

Read more > http://www.amnesty.org/

en/death-penalty/international-law/

moratorium 

 

 

Only Three Countries Known 

to Have Executed Juvenile 

Offenders Since 2009 

 

Only three countries - Iran, Saudi 

Arabia, and Sudan - are known to have 

executed an individual since the 

beginning of 2009 for a crime 

committed before age 18, Human Rights 

Watch reported on 8 October 2010. In 

advance of the World Day Against the 

Death Penalty, October 10, Human 

Rights Watch called on the three 

countries to immediately end the 

practice. 

 

The juvenile death penalty is prohibited 

under international law, and the 

prohibition is absolute. The Convention 

on the Rights of the Child, to which all 

three of the countries are parties, 

prohibits capital punishment for 

individuals who were under 18 at the 

time of the crime.  

 

"Countries around the world have 

banned this barbaric punishment for 

children," said Jo Becker, children's 

rights advocacy director at Human 

Rights Watch. "Iran, Saudi Arabia, and 

Sudan should seize the opportunity to 

end this practice around the world once 

and for all." 

 

In 2009, Iran executed at least five 

juvenile offenders, Saudi Arabia 

executed two, and Sudan one. This year, 

only one known juvenile execution has 

been carried out to date - in July by Iran 

for a crime committed at age 17.  

 

From 2005 through 2008, five countries 

- Iran, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Pakistan, 

and Yemen -were known to have 

executed juvenile offenders.  

 

"Step by step, we are coming closer to 

ending all executions of juvenile 
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offenders," Becker said. "To reach this 

goal, countries with people on death 

row for crimes committed as children 

should immediately halt all executions 

of juvenile offenders and commute their 

sentences to bring them into line with 

juvenile justice standards." 

 

According to the Children's Rights 

Information Network, at least twelve 

countries still have domestic laws that 

theoretically authorize the sentence. 

Countries that still have such laws can 

contribute to ending the juvenile death 

penalty by making sure the laws on their 

books ban the practice, Human Rights 

Watch said. 

 

In a positive move, Sudan amended its 

laws in January 2010 to set 18 years as 

the firm age of majority nationwide. 

Previously, Sudan's legal system 

contained ambiguous provisions 

allowing an individual to reach the age 

of majority - and thus be liable to the 

death penalty - as young as 15. 

However, the December 2008 Sudanese 

Supreme Court decision confirming the 

death sentence for Abdulrahaman 

Zakaria Mohammed, the juvenile 

offender executed in 2009, was based in 

part on a conclusion that the prohibition 

of the death penalty for children did not 

extend to hodud offenses - crimes seen 

as being "against God." It is not clear 

whether the new 2010 law would affect 

the Court's ruling regarding future 

hodud cases.  

 

In Nigeria, over 30 juvenile offenders 

were on death row as of March, even 

though Nigeria is not known to have 

executed a juvenile offender since 1997. 

Nigeria defines the age of adulthood 

nationally as 17, and 12 states in 

northern Nigeria operate under Shari'a 

laws, some of which define the age of 

legal responsibility as younger than 17.  

 

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) also 

held juvenile offenders on death row in 

2010, according to local media reports. 

In April, the UAE Supreme Court upheld 

death sentences for two Emiratis and 

one Bangladeshi for a murder 

committed when each of the 

defendants was 17. Later in April, two 

other men, an Emirati and a 

Bangladeshi, were sentenced to death 

in Sharjah for a murder committed 

when each was 17.  

 

Read more > http://www.hrw.org/en/

news/2010/10/09/iran-saudi-arabia-

sudan-end-juvenile-death-penalty 

 

 

Call to Abolish Practice on World 

Day Against the Death Penalty  
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Lebanon’s government should resist 

increasing calls by politicians to resume 

executions and instead work to abolish 

the practice, Human Rights Watch said 

on the occasion of the World Day 

against the Death Penalty, on October 

10, 2010. Lebanon has not executed 

anyone since 2004, but many Lebanese 

leaders have called recently for carrying 

out the death penalty against persons 

convicted of spying for Israel and of 

belonging to certain armed Jihadist 

groups.  

 

President Michel Suleiman, who under 

Lebanese law must sign a death 

sentence before it is carried out, said on 

July 1 that he will approve death 

penalties issued by military tribunals 

that are trying the vast majority of 

spying and terrorism cases. The 

Hezbollah leader, Sayyid Hassan 

Nasrallah, called for the speedy 

application of death sentences against 

anyone convicted of collaborating with 

Israel. Other Lebanese political figures 

have added their voices in support.  

 

“Lebanon has legitimate security 

concerns but resuming executions is 

wrong and will not make the country 

safer,” said Nadim Houry, Beirut 

director at Human Rights Watch. “Study 

after study suggests that capital 

punishment does not deter crime more 

than other sanctions.”  

 

According to government information, 

Lebanon has arrested more than 150 

people on suspicion of spying for Israel 

since April 2009, when the Lebanese 

security services began a nationwide 

crackdown on alleged spy rings. So far 

this year, military tribunals have 

sentenced at least three of those 

detained to death, and more death 

penalty sentences are expected in the 

coming months. Dozens of members of 

Fatah al-Islam, an armed Jihadist group 

that fought the Lebanese army in 2007, 

still await trial on terrorism-related 

charges and could also face the death 

penalty if convicted.  

 

On October 10, 2008, Justice Minister 

Ibrahim Najjar submitted to the Council 

of Ministers a draft law abolishing the 

death penalty and replacing it with life 

imprisonment with hard labor. Its 

passage is unlikely in the present 

political climate surrounding the current 

cases alleging spying for Israel.  

 

“The death penalty is making a 

comeback just when Lebanon was on 

the verge of discussing banning the 

practice,” Houry said. “It is time for 

those voices opposed to the death 

penalty to be heard again.”  

 



Page 38 

http://ipsnews.net/new_focus/deathpenalty/ 

Human Rights Watch opposes the death 

penalty in all cases as a violation of 

fundamental rights – the right to life 

and the right not to be subjected to 

cruel, inhuman, and degrading 

punishment.  

 

Human Rights Watch is also concerned 

that the trials of those facing the death 

penalty do not meet international fair 

trial standards. A number of detainees 

held by Military Intelligence and the 

Information Branch of the Internal 

Security Forces – the two main security 

agencies investigating cases of 

espionage and terrorism – have told 

Human Rights Watch that security 

officers beat and tortured them during 

interrogation to extract confessions. The 

Lebanese authorities regularly deny all 

allegations of torture, but to Human 

Rights Watch’s knowledge, no 

investigations into these allegations 

have been conducted.  

 

In addition, there is no civilian oversight 

of Lebanon’s military tribunal. While its 

trials are theoretically open to the 

public, in practice access is very limited, 

with family members and independent 

observers regularly denied entry. Cases 

before the Justice Council – a special 

criminal court examining crimes against 

state security referred by the Cabinet – 

are even more problematic, as there is 

no right to appeal.  

 

“If executions resume in Lebanon, there 

is a very real possibility that the state 

will execute innocent people,” Houry 

said. 

 

 

WORLD PRESS REVIEW  

 October 2010 

 

This review provides a glimpse of 

developments related to death penalty 

as reported by media around the 

world, in a chronological order from 

the beginning of October to end of the 

month. 

 

MALAYSIA: DUO SENTENCED TO 

HANG FOR DRUG TRAFFICKING 

Bernama news agency reported on 

October 4: Judge Normala Salim of the 

Penang High Court in Malaysia 

sentenced friends welder 

P.Pathmanathan, 28, and goat breeder 

Bernard Louga Edward, 29, to death for 

trafficking 50.3 gms of heroin and 

monocetylmorphines weighing 7.4 gms 

on February 26, 2007, at Juru on the 

North-South Highway. Pathmanathan 

was represented by counsel Datuk 

Haniff Hashim while Bernard Louga by 

counsel R.S.N Rayer. Deputy public 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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prosecutors Suhaimi Ibrahim and G Jaya 

Prem prosecuted.  

 

 

INDIA: DEATH SENTENCE 

COMMUTED TO LIFE TERM FOR 4 

OF A FAMILY 

Indian Express newspaper reported on 

October 5: The Indian President 

commuted the death sentences of four 

unidentified members of a family to life 

imprisonment, according to documents 

sent to the Punjab and Haryana High 

Court. Charges of murder, attempted 

murder and criminal conspiracy were 

registered on November 21, 1991. The 

four were sentenced to death and this 

was upheld by the High Court and the 

apex court. The four filed mercy 

petitions in 2003. Deciding their mercy 

petitions, the President has made it 

clear that “the commutation of death 

sentence of the four condemned 

prisoners is with condition that the 

prisoners shall remain in prison for the 

whole of the remainder of their natural 

lives and no remission shall be granted 

to them”.  

 

 

GAMBIA INTRODUCES DEATH 

PENALTY FOR DRUG SMUGGLING 

Reuters reported on October 5: a new 

law approved in Gambia sets anyone 

convicted of possessing more than 250 g 

of cocaine or heroin could be sentenced 

to death, a punishment which must be 

ratified by President Yahya Jammeh. 

The previous penalty for possession of 

that amount was a jail sentence of 30-

40 years. Treason is the only other 

offence in Gambia which merits the 

death penalty.  

 

 

SPAIN: ZAPATERO CALLS FOR 

WORLDWIDE MORATORIUM ON 

DEATH PENALTY 

Xinhua reported on October: Spanish 

Prime Minister, Jose Luis Rodriguez 

Zapatero, called for a worldwide 

moratorium on the death penalty. 

Zapatero was speaking at the 

International Commission against the 

Death Penalty, which was founded in 

Madrid with the aim of bringing an end 

to the death penalty within five years.  

The prime minister was present in the 

inaugural act along with former UNESCO 

chief Federico Mayor Zaragoza, in an act 

that coincided with the World and 

European days against the death 

penalty. "It is not a punishment, it is a 

horror," said Zapatero, who added that 

the year 2015 had been chosen as it 

coincided with the date for the 

fulfilment of the United Nations' 

Millennium Objectives.  
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"Those objectives would not be well 

articulated if the battle for a 

moratorium and the abolition (of the 

death penalty) were not also on the 

agenda," he said. "We are all going to 

work to achieve the moratorium on the 

death penalty in 2015," added the 

Spanish prime minister.  

The commission will have 10 members, 

among them Bill Richardson, governer 

of the U.S. state of New Mexico, who 

abolished the punishment in his state in 

2009, and former Italian Prime Minister, 

Giuliano Amato.  

Former French Justice Minister Robert 

Badinter and former Algerian Foreign 

Affairs Minister, Mohammed Bedjaouri 

and Argentinean Rodolfo Mattarollo are 

also on the commission, as are the ex-

president of the Helvetian 

Confederation, Ruth Dreifuss and 

former prime minister of Haiti, Michele 

Duvivier Pierre-Louis.  

The president of the Commission for 

Human Rights in Pakistan, Asma 

Jahangir, former UN High Commissioner 

for Human Rights, Louise Arbour and 

Turkish philosopher, Ioanna Kucuradi 

made up the final members.  

 

 

SOMALIA: PUNTLAND COURT 

EXECUTES 2 PEOPLE FOR MUDRER 

A court in Somalia’s semi-autonomous 

region of Puntland has executed two 

people for killing a Puntland soldier in 

Galka’yo town, officials said, according 

to media reports on October 10. The 

executed men were found guilty of 

stabbing a soldier to death and taking 

AK 47 rifle, the court said. Abdirasheed 

Ades, a Puntland police official, told the 

reporters the executed men had killed a 

soldier one day ago in the town, adding 

the security forces have, afterwards, 

conducted search operations and 

succeeded to arrest them.  

“Here, in Galka’yo, the relatives of the 

slain soldier requested the killers to be 

executed” said Ades.  

Mr Ades said the verdict of the 

execution was issued by Puntland’s 

court in Galka’yo after they were found 

of murdering guilty.  

 

 

IRAN: WOMAN SENTENCED TO 

DEATH FOR MURDER 

BBC reported on October 10: A young 

woman was sentenced to death by 

Judge Mohammad Soltan Hemmatyar of 

the Criminal Court in Iran for murdering 

her sister-in-law's daughter on 

December 25, 2009. According to Fars 

News, the child's aunt confessed to 

killing Sanaz as revenge on her 

husband's family who had humiliated 

her. She allegedly suffocated the child 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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and set her body on fire.  

 

IRAN DEFENDS EXECUTION OF 

DRUG TRAFFICKERS 

Iran defended its executions of people 

for drug trafficking, DPA reported on 

October 11, quoting ISNA news agency. 

'Of course at first we get upset watching 

one of our citizens being hanged but on 

the other hand we are happy to see a 

professional trafficker devastating 

people's lives being punished,' 

spokesman of the judiciary Gholam-

Hossein Mohsen-Ejehi said. 'Just 

imagine what huge damage someone 

dealing with over 2,000 kilograms of 

opium or over 100 kilograms of heroin 

could do and how many lives, especially 

within the youth, would be destroyed,' 

Gholam-Hossein Mohsen-Ejehi added.  

 

 

TEXAS (USA): SPECIAL COURT OF 

REVIEW DISMISSES PUBLIC 

REPRIMAND OF JUDGE KELLER 

Associated Press reported on October 

11: A special court of review dismissed 

on Oct 11 a public reprimand of Judge 

Sharon Keller, Texas' top criminal courts 

judge, who closed her court at 5 p.m., 

preventing attorneys from filing a last-

minute appeal hours before Michael 

Wayne Richar was executed.  

The disciplinary case against Court of 

Criminal Appeals Presiding Judge Sharon 

Keller came after she closed the court 

on Sept. 25, 2007, as attorneys for 

Michael Wayne Richard tried to submit 

their appeal. The state Commission on 

Judicial Conduct issued Keller a "public 

warning," but the judge appealed, 

claiming the commission exceeded its 

authority and violated the state 

constitution.  

In dismissing the reprimand, the court 

of review said the judicial conduct panel 

could dismiss the case against Keller, 

issue a public censure or recommend 

her removal from office or retirement.  

The public warning was a sanction not 

allowed by the state constitution and 

state law. The ruling also noted it was 

not an opinion on the underlying case 

against Keller. The court of review noted 

that a special master first appointed to 

investigate determined that Richard's 

lawyers bore "the bulk of fault for what 

occurred" and did not spend sufficient 

time preparing his appeal in advance.  

The special master also found Keller's 

conduct to be "not exemplary of a 

public servant."  

"In our view it reached the correct and 

only result that could be had," said 

Keller's attorney, Chip Babcock. "She is 

very relived that this long ordeal is 

over." Scott Cobb, who heads the anti-

death penalty group the Texas 

Moratorium Network, said the court let 
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Keller off "on a technicality".  

"It is now up to the Texas Legislature to 

restore the harm done by Sharon Keller 

to the integrity of the Texas Court of 

Criminal Appeals by impeaching Keller 

for judicial misconduct," Cobb said in a 

news release.  

"The voters of Texas will likely throw her 

out of office if she decides to run for re-

election in 2012, but it would be better 

for the quality of justice in Texas if the 

Legislature impeaches and removes her 

from office". Richard's lawyers, who 

were scrambling to file a last minute 

appeal, said they told Keller they were 

having computer problems that were 

preventing them from delivering their 

appeal. She responded, "We close at 5," 

and closed the court. Richard was 

executed that night for the 1986 rape 

and slaying of a nurse at her home.  

The 13-member judicial conduct panel 

could have recommended the Texas 

Supreme Court remove Keller from the 

bench, but such action would have been 

extraordinary. The commission did say 

her actions amounted to "willful or 

persistent conduct that is clearly 

inconsistent with the proper 

performance of her duties." It also 

decided she had cast "public discredit 

on the judiciary".  

Keller, a Republican elected to the court 

in 2006, is the highest-ranking criminal 

judge in Texas, presiding over the court 

of last resort for inmates on death row. 

Her term expires in 2012.  

Keller has been long mocked as "Sharon 

Killer" for her record on death-penalty 

cases.  

 

 

VIETNAM: MAN SENTENCED TO 

DEATH FOR MURDER 

Tran The Long was sentenced to death 

in Vietnam by the Ha Noi People's Court 

for murdering Do Van Tan and 

appropriating his property, 

vietnamnews reported on October 13. 

The court also ordered 22-year-old 

Long, who is from Nam Dinh Province's 

northern Nam Dinh City, to pay VND85 

million (US$4,300) in compensation to 

Tan's family.  

According to the court, Long stabbed 

Tan and then suffocated him with a 

pillow after they had sex at Tan's house 

in Cau Giay District in Ha Noi on August 

11.  

Long stole one Honda motorbike, a 

mobile phone, a personal computer and 

a wallet before fleeing to Nam Dinh. 

Two days later, local police arrested 

him.  

 

 

CHINA: ANTI-CORRUPTION CHIEF 

SENTENCED TO DEATH OVER 

BRIBES 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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Provincial anti-corruption official Wang 

Huayuan, 62, was sentenced to death 

with a two-year reprieve by a Chinese 

court in eastern Shandong province for 

accepting more than $1m in bribes. 

Xinhua said Wang took the cash in 

exchange for helping corrupt businesses 

avoid arrests, Xinhua reported Sep. 9.  

Wang was detained last year when 

China launched a nationwide crackdown 

on corruption, gangs and violence. The 

campaign has yielded 256,000 arrests.  

Wang was accused of abusing his 

position as secretary of the provincial 

commissions for discipline inspection in 

Guangdong and Zhejiang while a senior 

official in the two provinces between 

1998 and 2009.  

The court said the bribes were 

"enormous" and that Wang's offenses 

were "extremely serious." But 

considering that Wang had cooperated 

with investigators, confessed to all his 

crimes and returned all the illegally-

gained assets, he was given a suspended 

death sentence.  

 

 

GUYANA ABOLISHES MANDATORY 

DEATH PENALTY 

Guyana's parliament voted to abolish 

the mandatory death penalty for people 

convicted of murder unless they have 

killed members of the security forces or 

the judiciary, Straits Times reported on 

October 14. Lawyers for some 40 death 

row inmates appealed to officials to 

commute their sentences after the 

National Assembly vote in the South 

American nation.  

'We are asking for them, in light of what 

they have just done, to look at those 

prisoners there and remove their 

sentences, to remove them from death 

row,' opposition spokeswoman for legal 

affairs Clarissa Riehl told reporters.  

The 65-seat assembly agreed to retain a 

mandatory death penalty for people 

convicted of murdering law 

enforcement officials, prison officers, 

and members of the judiciary.  

Ms Riehl, from the opposition People's 

National Congress Reform, said those 

who have been waiting on death row 

for more than 10 years should have 

their sentences commuted to life 

imprisonment.  

'Give them a life-term or see how many 

years they have been on death row and 

give them a number of years and then 

let them out of the prison,' said Ms 

Riehl, a practicing lawyer.  

 

 

INDONESIA: CONSTITUTION 

COURT PROPOSES DEATH 

PENALTY FOR CORRUPTORS 

Xinhua reported on October 15: 
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Indonesia needs to follow China's 

example and sentence officials 

convicted of corruption to death in 

order to stamp out massive graft in the 

country, a top judge said.  

Indonesia's current sentences for 

corruption are too soft and do nothing 

to deter corrupt officials, said 

Mohammad Mahfud, the chief justice of 

the Constitutional Court.  

Officials "are sentenced to only three to 

four year in jail, which is lighter than 

sentences given to petty criminals," 

Mahfud said.  

He advocated the use of a provision in 

Indonesia's Anti-Corruption Law that 

allows judges to sentence convicts to 

death. It has never been used.  

"In China, which carries out the death 

sentence for those convicted of 

corruption charges, there is a deterrent 

effect," he said. "If death sentences 

were used in Indonesia for corruption, it 

would reduce the cases."  

Indonesian President Susilo Bambang 

Yudhoyono has been widely credited for 

the success of an anti-corruption 

campaign that started after he took 

office in 2004. Scores of corrupt 

politicians, entrepreneurs and law 

enforcement officials have been tried 

and convicted, including the father-in-

law of one of the Yudhoyono's sons. 

According to advocacy group 

Transparency International's corruption 

index, Indonesia ranks 111th out of 180 

countries.  

 

 

YEMEN: AL-QAEDA SUSPECT 

SENTENCED TO DEATH OVER 

ATTACKS 

DPA reported on October 18: An al-

Qaeda operative was sentenced to 

death by a state security court in Sana'a 

for his role in seven attacks on oil 

facilities and police targets in southern 

Yemen which killed two policemen.  

Described by prosecutors as a bomb-

maker for al-Qaeda, Saleh al-Shawish 

was convicted of making explosive 

devices used in seven attacks including a 

suicide car bombing on the police 

compound in Hadharmout province in 

July 2008.  

The court also convicted al-Shawish of 

blowing up an oil pipeline run by the 

French oil firm Total in Hadramout in 

March 2008.  

During the trial, that began on 

September 21, al-Shawish confessed to 

the charges and asked the court to 

make his trial swift.  

After the verdict was pronounced on 

Monday, the convict refused to register 

an appeal against it.  

'This is not your ruling, this is a ready-

made ruling from the Political Security 

(intelligence),' al-Shawish shouted at 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 



Page 45 

Crime and Justice  —  Death Penalty and the Right to Life 

the court's chief judge Muhssein Alwan 

as he pronounced the verdict.  

 

 

MAURITANIA: QAEDA-LINKED 

MILITANTS SENTENCED TO DEATH 

Reuters reported on October 20: A 

Mauritanian court sentenced to death 

the head of a militant group linked to al 

Qaeda's North African wing.  

Khadim Ould Semane, the self-

proclaimed leader of Ansar Allah, was 

accused of playing a role in the death of 

a policeman during a shootout in the 

capital Nouakchott in 2008.  

Two other group members, Sidi Ould 

Sidna and Marouf Ould Haiba, also were 

sentenced to death, though both 

previously had been sentenced to death 

in May for their roles in the killing of 

four French tourists in 2007.  

 

 

SUDAN: SPECIAL COURT IN 

DARFUR SENTENCES NINE 

INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING FOUR 

CHILDREN, TO DEATH 

The Sudan Tribune reported on October 

21: In Sudan, Judge Shegifa Ali Eshag of 

the Special Court in Nyala sentenced 

nine people, including four minors, 

allegedly affiliated with the Justice and 

Equality Movement (JEM), to death for 

a carjacking in Khour Baskawit, South 

Darfur, on 13 May 2010.  

The nine are Aboalgasim Abdalla 

Abubakar, 30, Hassan Eshag Abdalla, 20, 

Adam Altoum Adam, 40, Mohamed 

Adam Eisa, 28, Alsagig Abakar Yahya, 20, 

Ibrahim Shrief Yousef, 17, Altyeb 

Mohamed Yagoup, 16, Abdalla Abdalla 

Doud, 16, and Abdarazig Daoud 

Abdelseed, 15.  

The group was convicted under Articles 

50 (offences against the state), 51 

(fomenting war against the state), 168 

(armed robbery), and 182 (criminal 

damage) under the Sudanese Penal 

Code of 1991.  

In this case, the four minors sentenced 

to death had given their actual ages to 

the registry, but the court tried them as 

adults pursuant to medical 

examinations while they were in 

custody that determined that they were 

over 18.  

The application of the death penalty to 

a child is forbidden by Article 37 of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

to which Sudan is a state party. 

Notwithstanding its international 

commitments, domestic law in Sudan 

continues to make provisions for the 

application of capital punishment for 

children.  

 

TEXAS (USA): CONVICTED KILLER 

OF ELDERLY COUPLE EXECUTED 
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A Texas man convicted for the slayings 

of an elderly couple found brutally 

beaten and stabbed in their home more 

than 14 years ago was executed, AP 

reported on October 21. Larry Wooten 

was condemned to death for the 1996 

murders of 80-year-old Grady Alexander 

and his 86-year-old wife, Bessie, in the 

northeast Texas town of Paris.  

Prosecutors said Wooten robbed the 

couple, taking their savings of $500 so 

he could buy cocaine.  

Wooten was the 17th inmate executed 

this year in the nation's most active 

death penalty state.  

During his brief final statement, 

Wooten, 51, did not mention the 

Alexanders.  

"I don't have nothing to say. You can go 

ahead and send me home to my 

heavenly father," Wooten said.  

Wooten had maintained that he didn't 

kill the couple, for whom he formerly 

worked doing odd jobs. He claimed he 

went to their home in Paris, located 

about 105 miles northeast of Dallas, 

found the bodies and fled. Wooten had 

at one time been married to the 

couple's niece.  

DNA evidence, including blood found on 

the Alexanders' kitchen floor and 

matched to Wooten, helped convict 

him. A pair of Wooten's pants stained 

with Grady Alexander's blood also was 

found near an area where Wooten had 

bought drugs around the time of the 

murders.  

 

 

KENYA: TWO SENTENCED TO 

DEATH FOR MURDERING ITALIAN 

PRIEST 

A man and a woman were sentenced to 

death in Nairobi, Kenya, after being 

found guilty of the murder of an Italian 

Catholic priest in 2009, ANSA-AFP 

reported on October 22. Father 

Giuseppe Bertaina, 82, lived in Kenya for 

about 50 years, where he founded and 

directed a religious institution. The 

priest was found dead in January 2009 

with his hands and feet tied. The 

authorities quickly identified Felix Savayi 

and Mabel Kavati as the perpertrators 

of the murder. The two were found with 

a chequebook belonging to the priest. A 

third person was acquitted.  

 

 

IRAQ: TAREQ AZIZ SENTENCED TO 

DEATH 

Iraq's high tribunal passed a death 

sentence on Tareq Aziz, once the 

international face of dictator Saddam 

Hussein's regime, over the persecution 

of Islamic parties, the court said, 

Reuters reported on October 26. 

The death sentence was the first to be 

handed down to Aziz, who was well 
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known in foreign capitals and at the 

United Nations before Saddam's 

downfall. He rose to prominence at the 

time of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and the 

1991 Gulf War, when he was foreign 

minister.  

"The court today issued the death 

sentence on Tareq Aziz and four others 

for committing crimes against humanity. 

The charge of elimination of religious 

parties was classified as crimes against 

humanity," Judge Mohammed Abdul-

Sahib, a spokesman of the Iraqi High 

Tribunal, told Reuters.  

"The nature of the crimes is willful 

killing, torture and the enforced 

disappearance of persons."  

Last year, Aziz was sentenced to 15 

years in prison for his part in the killings 

of dozens of merchants in 1992 and to a 

further seven years for his role in the 

forced displacement of Kurds from 

northern Iraq during Saddam's rule.  

Sahib said Aziz, as well as four other 

defendants in the case who were also 

sentenced to death, were expected to 

appeal the decision.  

Iraqi law provides for an automatic 

appeal for all death-sentence and life-

imprisonment cases, even if the 

defendants do not lodge an appeal 

themselves.  

The four other defendants sentenced to 

death were former interior minister and 

intelligence chief, Sadoun Shakir, Abed 

Hamoud, a former private secretary to 

Saddam, Saddam's half brother Sabawi 

Ibrahim al-Hasan and, a former top 

Baath party official, Abdul Ghani Abdul 

Ghafour.  

 

 

BRITISH FIRM DENIES EXPORTING 

DRUG FOR ARIZONA EXECUTION 

Archimedes Pharma UK says it has no 

control over how anaesthetic is used 

after being sold to medical suppliers 

Owen Bowcott and Chris McGreal 

guardian.co.uk, Wednesday 27 October 

2010  

 

An anaesthetic manufactured by 

Archimedes Pharma UK was used during 

the execution of Jeffrey Landrigan. 

Photograph: Ho/AFP/Getty Images  

The British manufacturer of a drug used 

in the execution of an Arizonian man 

this week has said it had no control over 

how its anaesthetic was used once it 

was sold to medical suppliers, amid calls 

for tighter regulation of the export of 

drugs used to carry out the death 

penalty. 

Archimedes Pharma UK, based in 

Reading, the only British firm to make 

the drug, denied knowingly providing it 

for use prior to the lethal injection of a 

convicted murderer on Tuesday. 

Richard Dieter of the Death Penalty 
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Information Centre in Washington said 

that the British government should act 

to prevent the "outsourcing" of the 

death penalty after Arizona's attorney 

general said his state obtained the batch 

of sodium thiopental from a British 

manufacturer because of a shortage in 

the US. 

The anaesthetic was used to knock out 

the condemned man, Jeffrey Landrigan, 

before two other drugs that killed him 

were administered. 

California is also planning to use a batch 

of sodium thiopental apparently 

imported from the UK in an execution 

that was put on hold last month, it has 

emerged. 

Archimedes Pharma, a specialist in 

supplying pain relief, is the only licensed 

manufacturer of sodium thiopental in 

Britain, according to the Medicines and 

Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency 

(MHRA). The company denied it had 

exported the drug itself. 

"The company supplies the product in 

the UK, in accordance with regulations, 

through the recognised pharmaceutical 

supply chain, primarily to wholesalers 

and hospital pharmacies," it said. 

Archimedes said that once the drug 

entered the complex chain of medical 

supplies it would not have known where 

it was eventually sold. "Consistent with 

applicable regulations, the company 

does not have information on specific 

end purchasers or users of its products. 

The company neither exports the 

product to the US for any purpose, nor 

is it aware of any exports of the 

product," it said. 

 

Read more > http://

www.guardian.co.uk/business/2010/

oct/27/british-firm-denies-exporting-

drug 

 

 

LETTERS FROM LIFERS 

In the past five years, the number of 

whole-life sentences in England and 

Wales has doubled. But what does it 

mean to be locked up with no possibility 

of release? Simon Hattenstone hears 

from three offenders 

The Guardian, Saturday 30 October 

2010 

 

Ten years ago there were only 25 

prisoners serving full-life sentences in 

England and Wales. "Life means life" 

was reserved for the most notorious 

serial killers: Moors murderers Myra 

Hindley and Ian Brady, Dennis Nilsen, 

Rosemary West. But in the past decade, 

as Britain's prison population has 

increased dramatically, so has the 

number of lifers and whole-lifers. Over 

the past 10 years, the lifer population 

has shot up from just under 4,000 to 
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13,200 – a figure higher than the rest of 

Europe combined. Meanwhile in the 

past five years, the number of criminals 

handed whole-life sentences has more 

than doubled. They can't all be serial 

killers, so who are these people? The 

more I thought about them, the more I 

wanted to know. What do they do every 

day? How do they keep going? Do they 

wish they were dead? 

Early in 2008, I meet with the lawyer 

Simon Creighton, who represents many 

of Britain's whole-lifers. He says some of 

his clients might be willing to write to 

me because they are challenging their 

sentences. He explains that if I want to 

visit, we'll have to get the law changed 

as the Home Office approves media 

visits only if there is a perceived 

miscarriage of justice. Meanwhile, he 

gives me the prison address of three 

whole-lifers – Ron Smith, Steve Williams 

and David Taylor. 

I write to them, explaining why I am 

interested in their stories. I hear 

nothing, and write again. A few months 

later, a letter finally arrives from Ron 

Smith at a prison in the north of 

England. 

 

Read more > http://

www.guardian.co.uk/society/2010/

oct/30/whole-life-sentences-letters-

prison 
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