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IPS, the global news agency, brings you independent news 
and views on capital punishment. In this newsletter you will 
find in-depth reports by IPS correspondents from around the 
world and columns by experts, in addition to special 
sections for news from international NGOs and a review of 
the global media for a glimpse of what is happening on the 
ground. Join us in helping strengthen awareness about the 
abolition of death penalty – and encourage your friends and 
colleagues to subscribe to this free monthly newsletter.  
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BUCHAREST, Sep 29, 2010 (IPS) - 

Georgia's punitive criminal justice 

system has resulted in one of the 

highest imprisonment rates worldwide. 

Overcrowding of jails now hampers an 

ambitious government plan to reform 

the penitentiary system. 

 

This month, the number of inmates in 

Georgia reached 22,890, in a population 

of 4.4 million. Georgia has one of the 

highest imprisonment rates in all Europe 

and Central Asia (514 

prisoners/100,000), comparable only to 

Russia and Belarus. About 4,500 people 

were imprisoned in the last two years.  

 

The death penalty was abolished in 

Georgia in 1997, as a precondition for 

joining the Council of Europe. Life 

imprisonment, introduced as the 

maximum sentence in the 1999 Criminal 

Code, is applied with ease even if still 

not fully regulated: 94 inmates currently 

serve life sentences, 20 more than last 

year.  

 

Four of the lifers are women, Georgia 

being the only country in the South 

Caucasus that extends the maximum 

sentence to women.  

 

Tsira Chanturia, Regional Director at 

Penal Reform 

International 

(PRI) Georgia, 

spoke to IPS 

correspondent 

Claudia Ciobanu 

about conditions 

in Georgian prisons and the reform of 

the criminal justice system, a process in 

which PRI is assisting the authorities.  

 

Q: Is life imprisonment used more 

broadly than the death penalty used to 

be?  

 

A: Indeed, the number has increased 

considerably since life imprisonment 

was introduced as the maximum 

punishment in 1999. When the death 

penalty was abolished in 1997, there 

were 54 prisoners on death row, whose 

sentences were commuted to 20 years 

imprisonment and later to 15. None of 

them is imprisoned any more.  

 

We now have 94 lifers in Georgia. The 

number of those serving maximum 

Q&A 

Georgian Lifers Spared Death, Stuck in their Cells 

Claudia Ciobanu interviews TSIRA CHANTURIA of Penal 

Reform International 
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sentences is increasing because of the 

punitive criminal justice system, but also 

because the number of serious crimes 

has increased. Life imprisonment is 

applied to crimes committed in 

aggravated circumstances: aggravated 

murder, drug trafficking, or terrorism. 

Parole for lifers is considered after they 

served 25 years, but this situation has 

not appeared yet because lifers in 

Georgia haven't even served half of 

their sentences.  

 

One of the lifers is convicted for 

terrorism charges (having attempted an 

assault on George Bush when he visited 

Georgia), the rest are divided mainly 

between aggravated murder and drug-

related crimes. The four women were 

convicted for charges related to drug 

trafficking.  

 

Q: Public opinion in Georgia is tough on 

drug crimes.  

 

A: Yes, people are very strict with drug 

offenders because rates of drug 

consumption have increased 

significantly, especially among the 

young. But the life sentence is very 

controversial, particularly for women. 

And public opinion has always been 

opposed to the death penalty, even in 

1997, thinking it is an inhuman 

punishment.  

 

Q: Overcrowding in Georgian jails is 

striking, even with rising crime. What 

accounts for this situation?  

 

A: The increase in prison population has 

been especially sharp in the last years. It 

is explained primarily by the punitive 

criminal justice system and the 

implementation of a 'zero-tolerance' 

policy on crime. In April 2006, changes 

were made to almost 300 articles in the 

Criminal Code. The length of sentences 

was increased and the principle of 

calculating sentences was changed, 

from concurrent to consecutive 

sentencing. The use of parole has been 

very limited over the past years.  

 

However, from last year, in accordance 

with the National Strategy for Criminal 

Justice Reform, changes were 

introduced to establish the institutional 

structure needed for parole. Also, the 

new Criminal Procedure Code, expected 

to enter into force Oct. 1, provides quite 

a range of alternatives to imprisonment, 

including community work, which were 

not used much before.  

 

Q: What was the political motivation for 

the toughening of the Criminal Code?  

 

A: Since the Rose Revolution 

(widespread protests in 2003, leading to 
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the coming to power of pro-West 

Mikhail Saakhashvili), our government 

has decided to address organised crime, 

corruption and the reign of criminal 

syndicates, which were flourishing back 

then. Unfortunately, small criminals 

were also caught in the net.  

 

Q: The government is now engaged in 

an ambitious effort to reform the penal 

system. A Ministry of Corrections and 

Legal Assistance -- quite an exceptional 

office -- was created last year. Does 

reality match governmental rhetoric?  

 

A: The ministry has really taken charge 

of reform in the penitentiary and 

probationary system and the budget 

allocated to these tasks was increased. 

Many issues were addressed, such as 

bringing education in the penitentiary 

system, improving food provision for 

prisoners, better healthcare provisions, 

training for prison staff dealing with 

juveniles, free legal aid. We still need to 

check work on healthcare and see what 

progress is made on reforming it in line 

with the developed concept and action 

plan. We are working on providing 

training for staff dealing with lifers.  

 

The Ministry of Justice, coordinating all 

reforms, is open to civil society 

contributions, which is a positive 

development. Unfortunately, we (PRI) 

do not have the means to check actual 

prison conditions any more. There used 

to be prison monitoring boards for 

individual prisons, consisting of NGO 

representatives, but since the 

designation of the Ombudsman office as 

a National Prevention Mechanism 

(against torture and ill-treatment) in 

accordance with international 

obligations in 2008, the boards were 

shut down. We, NGOs, just don't 

understand that.  

 

Q: New prison blocks have been built, 

and lifers now live in new buildings. Are 

conditions and opportunities for lifers 

satisfactory?  

 

A: Lifers still face restraints. The 

authorities try to meet the 

requirements of the local legislation (2.5

-3 square metres per prisoner), but 

given the high prison population, it is 

incredible that they would be able to 

actually meet those requirements, 

saying nothing of the four-square metre 

requirement of the Committee for the 

Prevention of Torture. All lifers in 

Georgia are locked up in cells, 23 hours 

per day, not being able to walk around. 

They live four to six in a cell, isolated 

from the other prisoners. All four 

women lifers are in one cell, separated 

from other inmates.  
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Material conditions are better for lifers 

than for other prisoners, but there is no 

provision yet to move them from a strict 

towards a more open regime as they 

approach release. The notion of 

progressive imprisonment is still new in 

Georgia and the understanding of the 

treatment of prisoners falls short of 

international standards.  

 

There are no education or rehabilitation 

programmes whatsoever for lifers. Even 

though the authorities recognise the 

importance of resocialisation for 

prisoners, they fail to prioritise it, 

because it takes so many resources to 

simply accommodate 23,000 prisoners, 

feed them and provide security. Unless 

the Georgian authorities considerably 

bring down the number of prisoners, 

there will be no effective use of 

resources. (END)  

  

 

Arab States Pushed Towards 

Abolition  

By Cam McGrath  

 

ALEXANDRIA, Sep 22, 2010 (IPS) - Rights 

activists met in the Egyptian port city of 

Alexandria this week to discuss and 

adopt effective strategies to persuade 

Arab regimes to abolish the death 

penalty. 

 

The two-day gathering of Arab and 

international civil society groups aimed 

to build upon the recommendations of 

the first Alexandria conference in May 

2008, which urged Arab countries to 

enact a moratorium on executions as a 

step towards abolishing the death 

penalty.  

 

Capital punishment is legislated in all 

Arab countries throughout the Middle 

East and North African (MENA) region, 

and over 860 death sentences were 

handed down last year.  

 

While Arab states such as Morocco, 

Algeria and Tunisia have not carried out 

any executions in nearly two decades, 

their courts continue to pronounce 

death sentences for various offences. 

Other countries, including Egypt and 

Saudi Arabia, mandate the death 

penalty for dozens of crimes ranging 

from murder to treason. Executions are 

carried out regularly by hanging, 

beheading or by a firing squad.  

 

"While most of the world is going 

toward abolishing the death penalty, 

the MENA region has the highest rate of 

death penalty per capita -- even higher 

than China," said Mervat Reshmawy, a 

human rights consultant.  

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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Abolitionists attending the Alexandria 

conference denounced the use of 

capital punishment, arguing that it was 

an ineffective deterrent to crime and 

constituted a form of state-sanctioned 

revenge. They pointed out that in most 

Arab countries capital crimes are tried in 

special courts, often using confessions 

extracted under torture and without 

guarantees of a fair trial.  

 

They also sought to expose the 

contradictions between Shariah (Islamic 

law) - - frequently cited as a mandate 

for capital punishment -- and the way in 

which the death penalty is applied in 

the region.  

 

"Some Arab countries have over 350 

crimes punishable by the death penalty, 

while the Qu'ran proscribes it only in 

five cases," said Mohamed Habbash, a 

Syrian Islamic scholar. "Even still, 

Shariah provides alternatives to the 

death penalty, including compensation 

and forgiveness."  

 

The regional conference, co-organised 

by Penal Reform International (PRI), the 

Arab Centre for the Independence of 

the Judiciary and Legal Profession, and 

the Swedish Institute in Alexandria, 

provided an opportunity to strengthen 

collaboration among local NGOs and 

national coalitions, and to build a 

regional coalition against the use of the 

death penalty.  

 

Participants shared experiences and 

lessons learned since the last meeting in 

Alexandria, and formulated advocacy 

strategies to persuade Arab regimes to 

comply with United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) Resolution 62/149.  

 

The resolution, adopted by the UNGA in 

December 2007, calls for an immediate 

moratorium on executions and urges 

countries to strike the death penalty 

from their statute books. It was 

reaffirmed a year later by Resolution 

63/430.  

 

Algeria was the only Arab country in the 

MENA region to vote in favour of the 

two resolutions. Bahrain, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Morocco, Oman and United 

Arab Emirates abstained from voting in 

2008 -- a move some analysts interpret 

as a sign they might be reconsidering 

the use of capital punishment.  

 

The UN General Assembly is scheduled 

to meet in November to vote on a third 

resolution for a moratorium on the use 

of the death penalty.  

 

"We hope to see more Arab countries 

vote in favour of the moratorium 
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resolution," PRI's regional director 

Taghreed Jaber told IPS. "But even if we 

only manage to convince a few more 

Arab states to abstain from voting, it 

would be seen as a positive."  

 

Rights groups and national coalitions are 

focusing their efforts on encouraging 

parliaments in countries "on the cusp" 

to shift their position in favour of a 

moratorium. Morocco, which has not 

carried out an execution since 1993, has 

given signals that it may be prepared to 

formalise its de facto moratorium. 

There is also optimism that Tunisia, 

whose delegates were absent during 

voting on earlier resolutions, will lend its 

weight to the upcoming UNGA 

resolution.  

 

"Tunisia has yet to turn up to vote; even 

just to abstain would be a victory," said 

David Nichols of rights group Amnesty 

International. "Unfortunately, there is 

far too much pressure from other 

countries around it (for it) to vote 

positive."  

 

Egypt, which handed down at least 269 

death sentences last year, staunchly 

rejected both UNGA resolutions and has 

reportedly worked behind the scenes to 

derail abolition campaigns. Saudi Arabia 

and Syria are also regarded as 

retentionist states exerting influence in 

the region.  

 

While not politically binding, the UNGA 

moratorium resolutions are seen as a 

demonstration of a growing consensus 

against the use of capital punishment. 

Some 106 countries voted in favour of 

the last resolution, and the positions of 

several Arab states appear to be 

evolving in favour of a moratorium.  

 

"We observed changes in the voting 

between the first and second resolution, 

and we are hoping for Arab states' 

positions to change again in the third," 

said Jaber. "Jordan, for instance, 

rejected the moratorium the first time, 

abstained the second time, and -- we 

hope -- will vote in favour of it in the 

third." (END)  

 

 

Q&A: "U.S. Out of Step with 

the World on Death Penalty"  

Aprille Muscara interviews BRYAN 

STEVENSON of the Equal Justice 

Initiative 

 

NEW YORK, Sep 14, 2010 (IPS) - Across 

the globe and against the tide, the 

United States is one among a dwindling 

count of industrialised democracies that 

continue to practice capital punishment. 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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And within the U.S., states are 

discordant in their application. Fifteen 

states, plus Washington D.C., currently 

do not have the death penalty, while 

the remaining 35 do, according to 

Amnesty International USA.  

 

Further, in these non-abolitionist states, 

death penalty sentences are handed 

down inconsistently. In Texas, 463 men 

and women have been executed since 

1976, when the death penalty was 

reinstated in the U.S., leading the pack 

of states that practice capital 

punishment. In far second, Virginia has 

executed 107 individuals, while six 

states have only executed one person in 

the last 34 years.  

 

Some 3,279 people are currently 

sentenced to death in the United States, 

according to the Equal Justice Initiative 

(EJI), an Alabama-based organisation 

that advocates and litigates for 

defendants who have been unjustly 

treated.  

 

Bryan Stevenson, founder and executive 

director of EJI, board member of Penal 

Reform International and a law 

professor at New York University, spoke 

recently with IPS about the curious state 

of the death penalty in the United 

States.  

 

Q: How likely is the 

United States to 

abolish the death 

penalty within the 

next 10 years?  

 

A: It's not likely that 

we will get to full 

abolition in the United 

States in the next 10 years, but I believe 

that very dramatic progress toward 

abolition can be accomplished in the 

coming decade.  

 

In the last couple of years, two states 

have abolished capital punishment 

through legislative enactments. The rate 

of death sentences and executions 

nationally is down significantly. Doubts 

about the reliability, cost and 

effectiveness of the death penalty have 

made this a punishment that a growing 

number of people are prepared to 

abandon even if they have no moral 

objections to it.  

 

Q: What changes do you foresee for 

capital punishment policy in the near 

future, and in the longer term?  

 

A: After 15 years of retreat from 

heightened scrutiny and close review of 

capital cases, I think the number of 

wrongful convictions is forcing courts 
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and policymakers to improve the 

procedures and opportunities for 

fairness in capital cases.  

 

So I believe there will be growing 

pressure to improve the quality of legal 

representation for capital defendants 

and death row prisoners, increased 

protection for defendants and prisoners 

who suffer from mental illness and 

renewed debate about racial 

discrimination and arbitrary imposition 

of capital punishment.  

 

I also think that international norms and 

practices will create greater tension 

between the U.S. and its allies on this 

issue.  

 

Q: How does the pattern of death 

penalty sentencing in your state of 

Alabama relate to the pattern of death 

penalty sentencing in the nation as a 

whole?  

 

A: Alabama remains a state that is 

bucking trends in the death penalty 

area. There have not been substantial 

declines in the death-sentencing rate 

largely because judges have the 

authority to override jury verdicts of 

life, and in most states it's been juries 

who are increasingly reluctant to 

impose a death sentence.  

 

Also, the execution rate in Alabama 

remains very high whereas the national 

rate is in decline because courts are very 

tolerant of error in capital cases in our 

circuit and there are so few resources 

available to assist condemned prisoners.  

 

Q: Why are Blacks, Hispanics and the 

poor disproportionately sent to death 

row? What does this pattern say about 

race relations and class disparities in the 

U.S. today?  

 

A: Racial bias against people of colour 

makes them disfavoured, disadvantaged 

and vulnerable targets in America's 

criminal justice system. In many places, 

people of colour are presumed guilty 

when arrested and tried.  

 

Race is correlated with poverty so the 

inability of many people of colour to get 

adequate legal assistance is also a 

problem, and these factors conspire to 

create a dramatic overrepresentation of 

racial minorities on death row.  

 

However, it's important to recognise 

that racial disparities in sentencing exist 

throughout the entire range of criminal 

offences and sentencing in the United 

States.  

 

The diminished political power of racial 

minorities, the severe 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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underrepresentation of racial minorities 

in decision- making roles in the criminal 

justice system and the lingering vestiges 

of slavery, racial subordination and 

apartheid all continue to find expression 

in the American death penalty system.  

 

Q: The majority of Americans support 

the death penalty, and the U.S. is one of 

the only developed countries in the 

world that still continues to use it. Why 

do you think this is the case?  

 

A: I think that the United States has 

never really taken seriously its national 

norms and values when it comes to 

criminal justice policy. We are so 

confident about our commitment to 

human rights that when human rights 

violations emerge, we're not nearly as 

responsive as I believe we should be.  

 

I also think the politics of fear in the U.S. 

has been tremendously influential in 

criminal justice policy. With very little 

leadership from politicians, something 

akin to mob mentality often prevails 

where punishment becomes a 

competition about who can be the 

toughest, harshest and most punitive. 

Those dynamics are part of the 

explanation of why the United States is 

out of step with the rest of the Western 

developed world.  

 

Q: What do you make of the uneven 

geographical distribution of death 

penalty sentencing across states?  

 

A: I think that there are regional 

differences with regard to how 

committed states have been to dealing 

with historic problems of unfairness in 

the criminal justice system.  

 

In the Deep South, where slavery was 

predominant, where racial violence and 

terrorism shaped the life of people of 

colour for decades and where Jim Crow 

and segregation existed until the very 

recent past, there is much less concern 

about racially disparate sentencing, 

commitment to indigent defence and 

adequate resources for the poor. You 

see high rates of death penalty 

sentencing, high rates of wrongful 

convictions and high rates of unreliable 

representation.  

 

While these are national problems that 

can be found in virtually every 

jurisdiction, they are more pronounced 

in these parts of the country where the 

history of reform is much less 

developed.  

 

Q: Is capital punishment a moral, 

political or social issue?  

 

A: I think that the death penalty is all of 
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those things. I think that the moral issue 

is more complicated than people 

assume. I don't think that the question 

is, 'Is executing a human being moral or 

immoral?' any more in the United 

States. I think that policy on this issue is 

being decided by other factors, but that 

doesn't mean that morality plays no 

role.  

 

The questions now have become, 'Is it 

morally acceptable if only poor blacks 

are getting the death penalty? Is it 

morally acceptable if only certain states 

are administering the death penalty? Is 

it morally acceptable that people are 

given the death penalty without 100 

percent certainty of guilt?'  

 

And so a whole new set of moral 

questions have emerged about the 

American death penalty that go beyond 

the fundamental question of taking 

another human being's life.  (END)  

  

 

Church Urged to Fight Death 

Penalty  

By Pavol Stracansky  

 

BRATISLAVA, Sep 13, 2010 (IPS) - The 

Church is being urged to abandon its 

apolitical stance to help end the death 

penalty in Belarus as campaigners for its 

abolition warn that two men could be 

executed within weeks in the former 

Soviet state. 

 

Representatives of Amnesty 

International say that they have begun 

talks with the Church as the 

organisation looks to build up "internal 

pressure" on President Alexander 

Lukashenka to quickly declare a 

moratorium on the punishment.  

 

Heather McGill from Amnesty 

International who spoke to IPS from 

Belarus where she was in a series of 

meetings with MPs and Church leaders 

about the death penalty said: "Although 

there have been some recent 

encouraging, positive noises made by 

MPs and authorities about at least a 

moratorium on the death penalty, 

nothing concrete is being done.  

 

"Outside pressure, from the Council of 

Europe and the EU, for example, has not 

worked, and only pressure built up from 

inside Belarus, with the help of the 

Church, to change public opinion and 

influence Lukashenka, will change 

anything."  

 

Belarus is the only country in Europe 

still executing people, and the former 

Soviet state has faced years of 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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international condemnation over its 

continued use. Critics attack not only 

the retention of the sentence itself but 

also raise concerns over the fairness of 

trials in Belarus, use of torture when 

confessions are made, and the mental 

health of those convicted.  

 

There are no reliable official statistics 

available but rights groups estimate that 

as many as 400 people may have been 

executed since Belarus became an 

independent state in 1991. As recently 

as March this year -- despite huge 

international pressure -- two men were 

executed following their convictions for 

murder.  

 

The regime, led by President Alexander 

Lukashenka who has overseen a de 

facto dictatorship in the country since 

he came to power in 1994, has been 

told it cannot join Western 

organisations such as the EU or the 

Council of Europe without ending the 

death penalty. Government members 

have previously said that there are 

active discussions being held about 

abolishing the death penalty, and earlier 

this year a parliamentary committee on 

the death penalty was established.  

 

But some observers say that Lukashenka 

is using the death penalty as a 

"bargaining chip" with the West which 

he will promise to end if and when the 

West offers him something he wants.  

 

Olga Stuzhinskaya, director of the non-

profit organisation Office for a 

Democratic Belarus based in Brussels, 

told IPS: "Government officials have 

made a few statements but nothing 

concrete has been done. For now it 

remains one of the political cards in the 

game, a bargaining chip which 

politicians will use in talks with the 

West."  

 

Amnesty this month began talks with 

the parliamentary committee to push 

for at least a moratorium on the death 

penalty. Belarus officials say that the 

death penalty cannot be abolished 

without a referendum -- something they 

and Amnesty admit will be difficult, with 

public support for the death penalty still 

high.  

 

A referendum in 1996 showed that 80 

percent of the population supported the 

death penalty and it is believed levels of 

support have not dropped significantly 

since then.  

 

Amnesty is hoping that the Orthodox 

Church, which though separate from the 

state and politics is known to have a 

strong influence on public opinion, can 

help in the push for a moratorium. 
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Church leaders have already agreed to 

hold a roundtable meeting which would 

involve the parliamentary working 

committee on the death penalty and at 

which Amnesty hopes to have foreign 

experts give talks on the death penalty 

and its alternatives.  

 

McGill said: "The Church and state are 

said to be separate and the Church says 

it cannot get involved in politics. But we 

believe it can begin to help, for instance 

in at least lobbying for the bodies of 

executed prisoners to have a burial, 

which does not happen now. The 

Church also does have some influence 

with the regime.  

 

"The Church could also help change 

public attitudes. While there is high 

public support here for the death 

penalty this is down to the fact that 

most people do not even know that 

there is a functioning death penalty in 

Belarus or they do not know how it is 

carried out -- that people are simply told 

their appeal has failed and immediately 

taken out and shot, and their bodies are 

not given to families and their relatives 

are not told where they have been 

buried.  

 

"If they knew about all this then we are 

sure that many of them would not 

support the death penalty. But there is 

so much secrecy around this. The only 

way to change public opinion is to 

educate people, and this is where the 

Church can help."  

 

It is feared though that any progress on 

ending the death penalty is likely to 

come too late to help two men currently 

on death row.  

 

Aleg Gryshkautsou (29) and Andrei 

Burdyka (28) were sentenced to death 

in May following convictions for murder, 

assault and kidnap during a robbery last 

year. They have appealed to Lukashenka 

for clemency. He has until Sep. 17 to 

make a decision but is not expected to 

grant a pardon.  

 

McGill said that the probable execution 

of the pair showed Belarussian leaders 

and the public need to take a new, more 

educated view of the death penalty.  

 

She said: "The killings of two men earlier 

this year were a great shock because 

Belarus was under so much 

international pressure not to go ahead 

with them but they simply did it 

anyway, which is why we are so 

concerned about the two people on 

death row now.  

 

"Public opinion needs to change and 

politicians need to move away from 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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treating the death penalty as a political 

bargaining chip. It's about human lives 

and what kind of society you want to 

live in -- one based on justice and law or 

on revenge, which is what the death 

penalty is." (END)  

 

RIGHTS-JAPAN: Death Penalty 

Still Hangs In The Balance 

By Suvendrini Kakuchi  

 

TOKYO, Sep 6, 2010 (IPS) - It has been a 

long and exhausting wait for anti-death 

penalty campaigners like Akiko Takada, 

but there are few signs that capital 

punishment will be taken off Japan’s law 

books any time soon. 

 

This is despite the fact that there has 

been more than usual discussion of the 

death penalty in a country that has had 

it since 1868, during the Meiji Era.  

 

The strongest opponent to changing the 

death penalty law has been the Justice 

Ministry. But for the first time since the 

end of World War II, Justice Minister 

Keiko Chiba on Aug. 27 sanctioned a 

visit by the press to certain areas of the 

execution chamber. Death sentences 

are carried out by hanging.  

 

High-level officials are also scheduled to 

discuss the viability of capital 

punishment, according to news reports.  

 

Takada, spokeswoman for Forum 90, 

Japan’s leading citizens’ movement 

against the death penalty, concedes 

that these make for some progress. But 

often too, she adds, the so-called 

changes are typically piecemeal. For 

instance, she points out, visitors were 

not allowed to see the room 

underneath the execution hall, where 

the broken, bloodied bodies of convicts 

fall to.  

 

"Officials have deliberately hidden the 

cruelty of the hanging process, meaning 

we will continue to find it difficult to 

change public opinion," Takada says.  

 

In Japan, the death penalty has usually 

been meted out to those convicted of 

two or more murders. Japan and the 

United States are the only members of 

the Group of Seven (G7) industrialised 

countries to conduct executions.  

 

But despite international campaigns 

against capital punishment, activists 

have found a similar effort an uphill 

battle in Japan.  

 

From an initial 5,500 members during its 

launch more than two decades ago, 

Forum 90 has seen this dwindle to some 
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4,000 members today.  

 

A survey of Japan’s Cabinet showed that 

85 percent supported the death 

penalty. Following tremendous socio-

political pressure, Japan’s justice 

ministry allowed two executions to be 

carried out in July – even though the 

justice minister is known to oppose the 

death penalty.  

 

A December 2009 survey by the Justice 

Ministry revealed that close to 52 

percent of Japanese believe that 

criminals who had committed heinous 

crimes should atone for it with their 

lives. A similar number feel that the 

abolishment of capital punishment 

would lead to an increase in such 

heinous crimes.  

 

But critics say the survey was unfairly 

framed by the ministry to instill fear 

among the public, using leading 

questions such as: "Are you against the 

death penalty regardless of the 

situation?"  

 

Questions framed in this way "clearly 

creates an environment to tell people 

there is no other choice", argues 

Nobutu Hosaka, a former member of 

Parliament who heads a group lobbying 

for the abolishment of the death 

penalty.  

 

A member of the Social Democratic 

Party, Hosaka, along with others in his 

group, seeks a moratorium on 

executions that he hopes will at least 

stop more deaths and create space for 

proper public debate.  

 

The July executions marked the first 

under Japan’s ruling Democratic Party – 

which has traditionally been an 

opponent of the death penalty – since it 

took power in September 2009. There 

are 107 people on death row.  

 

"The system in Japan is particularly 

offensive to activists because hangings 

are cloaked in secrecy, and polls are 

aimed at creating public support by 

indicating that crime must be 

punished," says Yuji Ogawara, a lawyer 

who launched an Internet website to 

promote public debate on the death 

penalty.  

 

Ogawara believes that there would be 

far less public support for the death 

penalty if Japanese people are educated 

on the harsher aspects of capital 

punishment, such as death-row inmates 

being put in solitary confinement for 

years with no family visits, and being 

informed only at the last minute of their 

impending execution.  

 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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In some cases, too, prisoners continue 

to insist on their innocence, raising 

questions about possible errors in the 

justice system. "(But) the families of the 

inmates do not speak out, fearing social 

ostracism," Ogawara adds.  

 

Almost all of the prisoners that have 

been sentenced to death are from 

families that faced poverty, domestic 

upheaval or suffered from mental 

health problems, activists say based on 

the limited information that anti-death 

penalty groups here have managed to 

gather.  

 

According to Forum 90, many convicts 

were unable to afford private criminal 

lawyers for their defence. Likewise, 

many families usually did not accept the 

return of their relatives’ bodies after 

they were hanged. "The reason for such 

rejection is strong discrimination against 

(such) family members in Japanese 

society," explains Takada.  

 

Data also indicate that most inmates 

live in fear and anxiety while awaiting 

death, and that lawyers and volunteers 

are barred from visiting death-row 

offenders. Family visits, while allowed, 

are rare due to social discrimination.  

 

Activists believe the active 

dissemination of information will 

generate public sensitivity, and 

ultimately reduce the number of death 

sentences meted out under Japan’s lay-

judge system, which started in May 

2009. Under this system, verdicts are 

passed by a team consisting of six 

citizens and three professional judges. 

Hosaka proposes that instead of being 

meted the death penalty, convicts 

should be handed out penalties such as 

life imprisonment without possibility of 

parole. The Penal Code allows parole to 

be granted to a person sentenced to life 

imprisonment after serving a minimum 

of 10 years. (END)  

 

 

U.S.: Prisoners of Abuse  

By Hannah Rubenstein  
 

NEW YORK, Sep 21, 2010 (IPS) - Sharon 

White remembers the breaking point 

vividly. She was 21 years old and had 

been married to 

Andre for a little over 

a year. Looking back, 

she describes their 

life together as "a 

nightmare. Every day 

was a fight." 

 

Reciting the laundry 

list of injuries she sustained at the 

hands of her husband, a former 



Page 18 

http://ipsnews.net/new_focus/deathpenalty/ 

professional boxer, her eyes darken: 

fractured ribs, fractured jaw, blackened 

eyes, bruises. "I hung in there as long as 

I could," she says, her voice edged with 

steel. "And then, one day, I started 

thinking about killing him."  

 

That was it. White gathered her things 

together and left. She hid for six 

months. No one knew where she had 

gone—not even her daughter.  

 

A year later, after Andre had stopped 

coming to White's mother's house every 

day looking for her, White was working 

graveyard shifts as a private home 

attendant and selling drugs on the side. 

One rainy night, White accidentally left 

her purse at a customer's apartment. 

When she returned the next morning to 

collect the purse, the pimp who lived at 

the apartment was drunk. He accused 

White of buying stolen jewelry on the 

street that rightfully belonged to him.  

 

The man grabbed White and a scuffle 

ensued. "He pushed me up against the 

sink. I couldn't breathe," she says. "All I 

could think about was Andre—and here 

is another man putting his hands on me. 

I blanked out." White reached in the 

sink behind her as she was being choked 

and grabbed the first object she 

touched. It happened to be a knife. She 

stabbed her attacker in the side.  

 

"When I hit him," she says, "I hit him 

with everything I had. This was a 

stranger; I didn't even know this man. 

But to me, it was Andre. The two 

became one. And I wasn't going to let 

nobody hurt me no more."  

 

The knife pierced through the tip of the 

man's heart. His blood, thinned by 

alcohol, didn't clot. He waited too long 

before going to the hospital. By the time 

evening fell, he was dead.  

 

Sharon White was wanted for murder.  

 

Last year, she was released from prison, 

where she has spent the past 11 years 

serving time on charges of 

manslaughter. Nine out of 10 women 

currently in prison have been victims of 

abuse during their lifetimes. White's 

story is one of thousands.  

 

Serena Alfieri, associate director of 

policy at the Correctional Association of 

New York's Women in Prison Project, 

works with women who have been 

incarcerated as a result of domestic 

abuse.  

 

"Over and over when we visit prisons," 

Alfieri told IPS, "we hear the story of 

abuse woven throughout the larger 

stories of the reasons they were 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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brought to jail."  

 

A critical flaw in the justice system, 

Alfieri believes, is that a history of abuse 

is not taken into consideration when 

judges mete out sentencing for 

survivors of domestic violence.  

 

"There are so many injustices being 

committed in sentencing against 

women who are domestic violence 

survivors," she told IPS. "Survivors who 

commit crimes are looked at as if they 

had committed a crime with the same 

motive and opportunity of any offender 

and often that's not the case. They're 

coerced, afraid, or being manipulated."  

 

"Really, the victim in this situation is 

being asked to commit a crime because 

she is a victim," she adds. "This isn't 

somebody who would go out and 

perpetrate a crime on her own had it 

not been for the abuse."  

 

The lack of discretionary sentencing in 

the courts system has prompted Alfieri, 

among others, to push for a change in 

judicial legislation: the proposed 

adoption of the Domestic Violence 

Survivors Justice Act (DVSJA), which 

would allow courts to take a history of 

domestic violence into consideration 

during sentencing.  

 

The DVSJA would enable judges to 

assign "more reasonable, shorter" 

sentences and/or placement in 

alternative-to- detention programmes 

to domestic violence survivors whose 

crimes were a "direct result" of abuse, 

according to a draft report of the 

legislation that IPS was given access to.  

 

Sital Kalantry, an associate clinical 

professor of law and faculty director of 

the Avon Global Center for Women & 

Justice at Cornell Law School, told IPS 

that reform of law and practice is crucial 

to address underlying structural 

problems.  

 

"Statues weren't designed to capture 

the intimate partner/violence 

situation," she said. "They were 

designed for the stranger context."  

 

"As soon as domestic violence survivors 

enter a precinct, they're looked at no 

longer as victims but as perpetrators 

who need to be prosecuted to the 

fullest extent of the law," Alfieri added. 

"This black-and-white interpretation of 

the law is unjust, insane, and a violation 

of human rights."  

 

For women like Sharon, the passage of 

the DVSJA is critical. "Give the whole 

picture of a person's background and 

what they've been through," she urges. 
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"Let abuse be a factor. Let the jury 

decide."  

 

"I understand that there are 

repercussions for the things that we 

do," she adds. "But is 25 years in prison 

really necessary after somebody has 

been abused for half that time? Isn't 

that punishment enough?"  (END)  

 

 

U.S.: Money for Prisons, Not 

for Social Services 

By Haider Rizvi  
 

NEW YORK, Sep 16, 2010 (IPS) - Many of 

those who have lost their jobs and 

homes in the United States due to the 

lingering economic recession are ending 

up in jail, according to a new study 

released by an independent think tank 

Thursday. 

 

There is a strong link between poverty 

and incarceration in the United states, 

according to the report, "Money Well 

Spent: How positive social investments 

will reduce incarceration rates", by the 

Justice Policy Institute (JPI).  

 

The report's findings on the relationship 

between poverty and the justice system 

suggests that more and more people 

from poor and low-income communities 

are being arrested and jailed, even 

though nationwide, crime rates have 

fallen.  

 

"What we have seen in this research is 

that there is less focus on safety for the 

poor and more on policing and arrests," 

Tracy Velázquez, executive director of 

the Washington-based JPI, told IPS.  

 

The report notes that as prison 

populations have grown, so too have 

racial disparities in the justice system.  

 

"This is especially evident in arrest and 

incarceration patterns for drug 

offences," said Sarah Lyons, National 

Emerson Hunger Fellow and primary 

author of the report, who added that 

without adequate funding for social 

services, it is less likely that people will 

be able to succeed and avoid contact 

with the justice system.  

 

Despite comparable usage of illicit 

drugs, in 2008, African Americans, who 

make up 12.2 percent of the general 

population, comprised 44 percent of 

those incarcerated for drug offences, 

according to the report.  

 

Researchers say that disproportionate 

enforcement of drug laws in 

communities of colour destabilises 

families and communities and decreases 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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the likelihood of positive outcomes for 

children and other family members left 

behind.  

 

Due to the prolonged economic 

meltdown, many states are now making 

drastic cuts in funding for social services 

- such as health, education, and public 

housing - but not on policing and prison 

improvement and expansion.  

 

There are nearly two million people 

behind bars in the U.S., most poor 

whites and people of colour, making the 

United States the number one country 

in the world in terms of the 

imprisonment rate.  

 

The report notes that about 16 percent 

of incarcerated people also experienced 

homelessness before being arrested.  

 

"Most of these people are significantly 

more likely to have both a mental illness 

and a substance addiction, which 

frequently go untreated," said Nastassia 

Walsh of JPI. She said that states with 

higher high school graduation rates and 

college enrollment have lower crime 

rates than those with lower educational 

attainment levels.  

 

The JPI study points out that the stress 

of living in poverty is a "risk factor" for 

experiencing mental health problems, 

and that many people who want 

treatment can't afford it.  

 

"More than 50 percent people in 

prisons are suffering from mental illness 

of some kind," said Walsh, who holds 

that increased investment in mental 

health and substance abuse treatment 

can improve public safety and reduce 

criminal justice involvement.  

 

According to the study's findings, 

investments in job training and 

employment have been associated with 

heightened public safety. Youth who are 

employed are more likely to avoid 

justice involvement. In addition, people 

who are incarcerated are more likely to 

report having had extended periods of 

unemployment and lower wages than 

people in the general population.  

 

"It's time for our elected officials to 

realise that creating safe, healthy 

communities is a better investment in 

our country's future than more prison 

beds," stated Velázquez. "Low-income 

communities and people of colour are 

bearing the brunt of this recession, as 

well as of our policies that have led to 

mass incarceration."  

 

"By shifting our priorities, we can 

reduce these disproportionate impacts 

and make a real difference, especially 



Page 22 

http://ipsnews.net/new_focus/deathpenalty/ 

for our country's children and families," 

she said.  

 

More funding for affordable housing, 

education and employment could help 

turn around the lives of people 

struggling with homelessness, including 

children and youth, who are particularly 

affected by lack of housing, the report 

says.  

 

'It's a question of where we choose to 

spend our money," said Velázquez. 

"Until we quit funneling tax dollars into 

prisons and policing practices that 

sweep large numbers of people into the 

system — many of whom pose little risk 

to public safety — we should not be 

surprised to see incarceration rates 

continue to climb."  

 

Last year, the United Nations 

Committee on the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination (CERD) expressed similar 

concerns about the lack of progress to 

end racial discrimination in the U.S. 

criminal justice system and urged 

Washington to take practical actions to 

end unjust police actions against the 

poor and minorities.  

 

The international body documented a 

number of cases that showed that 

police officials in many cities were not 

only engaged in acts that violated the 

U.S. constitution, but also the 

International Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Racial 

Discrimination.  

 

The report's authors urged the U.S. 

government to take actions to comply 

with that international human rights 

treaty.  (END)  

 

 

 

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS 

 

“No Human Way to Kill” 

 

To mark World Day Against the Death 

Penalty, 10 October 2010, PRI will be 

joining the Human Rights Centre at the 

University of Essex to participate in the 

panel discussion “No Human Way to 

Kill” . 

The discussion will reveal thought 

provoking and personal insights from 

victims on all sides of the death penalty. 

In conjunction with universities across 

the United States and Canada the 

University of Essex will be bringing 

students, academics and surrounding 

community members together to 

connect around this event, which 

illuminates key issues related to human 

rights, justice, forgiveness and the type 

of society we wish to be. 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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The Event will be streamed live from 

White Box Gallery in NYC and chaired by 

UK Artist and Essex Human Rights 

Centre Fellow Robert Priseman whose 

haunting etchings of the different 

means to implement the death penalty 

inspired the No Human Way to Kill 

book. 

 

Eminent Speakers included: Reverend 

Cathy Harrington, who negotiated 

commutation to a life sentence for her 

own daughter’s murderer. Renny 

Cushing, whose father was murdered in 

1988 and he is now the Director of 

Murder Victims Families for Human 

Rights. Barbara Lewis knows both sides 

of the issue because she has lost an 

uncle, niece and nephew to violence 

and her son has been on death row for 

the past 20 years. She speaks from the 

perspective of families whose voices are 

rarely heard- those who have loved 

ones on death row or have been 

executed.  

 

 

Lecture: Juvenile Diversion 

Programming 

 

Within the scope of PRI's joint academic 

project ,Promoting the Establishment of 

Juvenile Diversion Programming in 

Georgia, Ms. Meg Williams, the 

Manager of the Office of Adult and 

Juvenile Justice Assistance (OAJJA) at 

Colorado’s Division of Criminal Justice 

(DCJ), Department of Public Safety, will 

be visiting Georgia between 4-16th of 

October. 

The project is approved by the US 

Embassy in Georgia and funded by the 

Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs 

at the United States Department of 

State, as part of the fellowship - 

Legislative Fellows Program (LFP). Ms. 

Meg Williams will be giving a lecture for 

Law and Social and Political Science 

Faculty Students, as well as interested 

alumni at Tbilisi State University.  

 

 

 

News from International 

 NGOs - September 2010 

  

UN Accepts Proposal to Hold 

a Day of General Discussion 

on Children of Prisoners in 

2011  

  

 In August of this year, PRI co-sponsored 

a proposal to the UN Committee on the 

Rights of the Child, recommending that 

a Day of General Discussion on children 

of prisoners in 2011 is held. PRI is 

pleased to announce that the 
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of prisoners in 2011 is held. PRI is 

pleased to announce that the 

Committee have accepted the proposal. 

The issue will be discussed by the UN in 

September 2011and will mark the first 

time that any UN body has looked in 

detail at the children of prisoners.  

READ THE PROPOSAL: http://

www.penalreform.org/files/CRC%

20theme%20day%202011.doc 

 

Making Law and Policy that 

Work 

Year of publication: 2010 

 

Making Law and Policy that Work is 

aimed at specialists and non-specialists 

faced with the responsibility of creating 

a policy and legislative framework for 

criminal justice and penal systems. It 

recognises that criminal justice reform 

requires expertise and experience in a 

variety of disciplines which are rarely 

embodied in one person. It takes into 

account the fact that many countries in 

transition lack specialists. It aims to 

provide clear guidance and practical 

suggestions for reform in line with an 

international human rights framework 

which can be applied in different 

contexts and countries. 

Making Law and Policy that Work is 

intended to be a living publication that 

reflects the latest developments and 

thinking on criminal justice reform. PRI 

therefore welcomes comments, 

corrections and contributions, 

particularly examples of good practice in 

policy, legislation and implementation. 

To contribute to Making Law and Policy 

that Work, please send an email to 

lawandpolicy@penalreform.org 

MORE INFORMATION: http://

www.penalreform.org/files/

PUB_makinglawandpolicy_200710_FINA

L.pdf 

 

 

Eight Years On...A Record of 

Gacaca Monitoring in 

Rwanda 

 

Eight Years On...A Record of Gacaca 

Monitoring in Rwanda summarises the 

findings of all of PRI's Gacaca reports to 

date. It is published in English and 

French. The book is not an analysis by 

PRI of the process or a commentary on 

it. It is however a faithful record of the 

points expressed by Rwandans and a 

valuable contribution to discussions 

about the Gacaca process. 

MORE > http://www.penalreform.org/

files/WEB%20english%20gacaca%

20rwanda-5.pdf 

http://www.penalreform.org/files/

WEB%20french%20gacaca%20rwanda-

6.pdf 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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Iran Stoning Sentence 

Suspension Not Enough 

 

8 September 2010 

Amnesty International welcomes an 

Iranian official’s statement that Sakineh 

Mohammadi Ashtiani's sentence of 

stoning to death has been temporarily 

suspended but urged the authorities to 

overturn the death sentence against her 

entirely. 

 

"This news does not go far enough," 

said Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui, Deputy 

Director of the Middle East and North 

Africa Programme at Amnesty 

International. "We hope this is not 

merely a cynical move by the authorities 

to deflect international criticism, as this 

temporary suspension by the Head of 

the Judiciary could be lifted at any time, 

leaving Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani at 

risk of execution, particularly if the 

current judicial review of her case 

results in a confirmation of her 

sentence.   

 

“The Iranian authorities must 

immediately take the necessary steps to 

ensure that her death sentence is 

overturned once and for all." On 

Wednesday 8 September, Iranian state-

run Press TV reported that Ramin 

Mehmanparast, a Foreign Ministry 

spokesman, had said that Sakineh 

Mohammadi Ashtiani's execution for 

adultery had been "stopped". He also 

reiterated that her case was being 

reviewed, but said that "her sentencing 

for complicity in murder is in process".  

 

Amnesty International is also concerned 

that the Iranian authorities may be 

preparing to bring what appear to be 

fresh charges against her in relation to 

the death of her husband, Ebrahim 

Qaderzadeh, although her state-

appointed lawyer told the organization 

earlier that she had been acquitted of 

the murder. The organization has been 

unable to obtain any court documents 

relating to the investigation of his 

death. "In August 2010, Sakineh 

Mohammadi Ashtiani was forced to 

confess under duress on TV to adultery 

and involvement in her husband's 

death," said Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui. "If 

the judicial authorities now charge and 

sentence her on this basis, yet another 

layer of injustice would be added to the 

travesty of her case." 

 

 

167 Ugandan Death Row 

Inmates Saved From Gallows 

 

In a report published on September 19, 

the World Coalition Against Death 
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Penalty reports: Recent figures show 

that a January ruling by the Ugandan 

supreme court making it illegal to keep 

people on death row for more than 

three years has saved 167 lives. The 

report quotes the Ugandan newspaper 

The Daily Monitor saying that 167 death 

row inmates have seen their sentence 

commuted to life in prison this year. 

 

Their reprieve is the consequence of a 

January Supreme Court decision 

according to which it is unconstitutional 

to keep a person on death row for more 

than three years. The court argued that 

any longer term would represent an 

additional, illegal punishment. “One 

hundred and fifty inmates qualified by 

the time the court order was made but 

as time goes by, over 10 more have 

qualified. The number is now 167,” 

Ugandan prisons spokesman Frank 

Baine told the Monitor on September 

13. 

The Supreme Court ruling resulted from 

legal action taken by hundreds of death 

row inmates over more than five years 

with support from local human rights 

lawyers, the British-based NGO Death 

Penalty Project and World Coalition 

member organization FHRI. While 

activists had succeeded in having long 

periods on death row recognized as 

unconstitutional, the court had 

dismissed their argument that the death 

penalty itself was a violation of 

constitutional rights. Other countries in 

the region, most recently Kenya, have 

been accepting the fact that spending 

more than three years on death row is 

an inhuman punishment and should be 

outlawed. 

 

 

FIDH Report on Vietnam: An 

Update on Death Penalty 

Statistics 

 

The FIDH and the Vietnam Committee 

on Human Rights released a new report, 

From Visions to Facts: Human Rights in 

Vietnam under its Chairmanship of 

ASEAN, on 16 August 2010, the World 

Coalition Against Death Penalty 

reported on September 19. The report 

reveals that Vietnam continues to have 

high death penalty statistics. 

Vietnamese judges hand down death 

sentences for crimes such as murder, 

armed robbery, drugs trafficking, rape 

and economic crimes. 

 

“In 2010, the official legal magazine 

Phap Luat (Law) reported 11 death 

sentences for the month of January 

alone,” the report states. It also stresses 

that in “January 2004, Vietnam adopted 

a decree classifying death penalty 

statistics as “state secrets”. FIDH and 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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the Vietnam Committee on Human 

Rights recommend that Vietnam “lift 

the classification of “state secrets” on 

capital punishment and make public 

statistics on the number of death 

sentences pronounced and executed 

every year”. 

 

Many of the death sentences were 

given for drug offences. The 

International Harm Reduction 

Association recorded at least 109 such 

cases between 2007 and 2009. An 

Amnesty International report states that 

at least nine people were executed and 

59 people were sentenced to death in 

2009. 

 

Even though the government intends to 

keep the death penalty there are 

positive signs that it is moving away 

from capital punishment. Vietnam has 

shown positive action towards the 

abolition of the death penalty when “in 

2009, the government reduced the 

number of offences punishable by death 

from 29 to 22”. Vietnam also abstained 

from the 2007 and 2008 moratorium 

votes in the UN General Assembly and 

did not sign the note verbale of 

disassociation against the resolution.  

 

Vietnam complied with one of the 

recommendations included in these 

resolutions by reducing the number of 

crimes punishable by death. But the 

resolutions also request countries that 

maintain the death penalty to provide 

death penalty statistics to the UN 

General Assembly. 

 

 

Iran: Juvenile Offender 

Executed 

 

Iran Human Rights reported on 

September 25: According to the reports 

from Iran a minor offender identified as 

Mohammad was hanged on July 10th 

2010 in the Marvdasht prison of Shiraz. 

According to these reports Mohammad, 

who was convicted of a murder when 

he was 17 years old, was hanged 

without his family being informed on 

July 10th this year.  

According to the Iranian daily 

newspaper Vatan-e-Emrouz 

Mohammad (17), Reza (15), Sadegh 

(12), Hassan (17) and Siamak (17) were 

arrested in connection with rape and 

murder of two young boys Hamed Shiri 

and Karim Tajik in 2007.  

Mohammad and Reza were sentenced 

to death, 100 lashes and 8 years in 

prison for murder and rape, Siamak and 

Hassan were sentenced to 15 years in 

prison for complicity in murder and 100 

lashes for sexual abuse, and Sadegh was 

acquitted by the court since he was ony 
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a witness to the crimes. The sentences 

were approved by the Supreme court  

Reza’s death sentence was later 

removed after paying the blood money, 

and he was instead sentenced to 10 

years in prison, making his prison term 

18 years all together.  

 

 

WORLD PRESS REVIEW  

 September 2010 

 

This review provides a glimpse of 

developments related to death penalty 

as reported by media around the world, 

in a chronological order from the 

beginning of September to end of the 

month. 

 

 

CHINA: APPEALS ARE ENSURED FOR 

DEATH CASES 

China has taken a new move to prevent 

wrongful convictions in death sentence 

cases and limit the number of death 

sentences by ensuring the appeals 

process for the condemned, China Daily 

reported on Sep. 1.  

According to a judicial interpretation 

published by the Supreme People's 

Court (SPC) and Supreme People's 

Procuratorate on August 31, once an 

appeal has been accepted by a higher 

court, those sentenced to death are not 

allowed to stop it.  

"In some cases, defendants are 

threatened by police officers and judges 

involved in the case, who might be 

punished for their mistakes if it's 

reversed," Beijing-based lawyer Che 

Xingyi told China Daily.  

According to the top court, some 

provincial higher courts and 

procuratorates have been dealing with 

situations in which the condemned 

decide to revoke appeals during a 

second trial.  

"As there was no standard regulation 

for such a situation, some courts have 

allowed the revocation but some 

haven't," the SPC said. "This 

interpretation just aims to address the 

divergence."  

The top court said those who appeal 

after being sentenced to death must 

have had doubts about the first trial and 

so even if they later ask for revocation, 

the higher court should have a second 

trial.  

Cases involving the death penalty 

should have stricter procedures to 

ensure justice, the SPC said.  

Compared to a review by a higher court, 

a second trial with all related parties 

participating is a better way for judges 

to identify evidence and reconsider the 

sentence, analysts said.  

Each time a death penalty is delivered 

by a lower court, the sentence has to be 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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reviewed by the top court before the 

execution can take place. If a city-level 

court delivers the death penalty, it has 

to be reviewed by a provincial court 

before going to the top court.  

The interpretation is a further step to 

limit death penalty cases, after the SPC 

took back its right to review the death 

penalty cases in 2007, experts said.  

 

 

NIGER URGED BY RIGHTS GROUP TO 

ABOLISH DEATH PENALTY IN NEW 

CONSTITUTION 

Niger has a “historic opportunity” to 

abolish the death penalty in a new 

constitution that will be voted on in a 

referendum next month, Amnesty 

International said, bloomberg.com 

reported on Sep. 2.  

The measure is “essential” for the 

consolidation and restoration of the rule 

of law in the West African country 

following a coup in February, the 

London-based human-rights group said 

in an e-mailed statement.  

A Nigerien council established to review 

the constitution last month adopted a 

draft of the document that includes 

more than 130 amendments, including 

amnesty for the perpetrators of the Feb. 

18 coup.  

Niger will hold a vote in January to elect 

a successor to President Mamadou 

Tanda, who ruled the country for 10 

years before being deposed in the coup. 

The leader of the junta, General Djibo 

Salou, in March barred military 

personnel from running as candidates.  

 

 

OHIO (USA): GOVERNOR TED 

STRICKLAND GRANTS CLEMENCY TO 

KEVIN KEITH 

Ohio Governor Ted Strickland granted 

clemency to Kevin Keith, 46, commuting 

his death sentence to life without 

parole, New York Times reported on 

Sep. 2 

Keith, who was convicted of killing 2 

women and a 4-year-old girl and 

wounding a man and 2 children in 

February 1994, has always maintained 

his innocence, and some evidence 

pointed to another suspect.  

Gov. Strickland’s commutation 

statement addressed his concerns 

regarding Keith’s case: “Mr. Keith’s 

conviction relied upon the linking of 

certain eyewitness testimony with 

certain forensic evidence about which 

important questions have been raised. I 

also find the absence of a full 

investigation of other credible suspects 

troubling.”  

The governor acknowledged that Keith 

might well be guilty and that the Ohio 

Parole Board had recommended against 

clemency, but he could not allow an 

execution with the doubts that 
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persisted.  The governor left open the 

possibility that future developments 

might require additional relief for Mr. 

Keith.   

Attorneys for Keith applauded Gov. 

Strickland’s actions, but said they will 

continue to petition for a new trial to 

address newly discovered evidence, 

evidence withheld by the State, and 

new science behind eyewitness 

identification, all of which, they claim, 

point to Mr. Keith's innocence.  

 

SINGAPORE: TWO SPARED DEATH 

PENALTY 

Two of three Singaporeans found guilty 

of killing a lorry driver during a May 

2006 robbery attempt had their death 

sentences commuted by the Court of 

Appeal, Press Trust of India reported on 

Sep. 4.  

Daniel Vijay Katherasan and Christopher 

Sasmson Anpalagan, both 27, now face 

a jail term of up to 20 years and at least 

12 strokes of the cane. The Appeal 

Court sent their case to the High Court 

for sentencing.  

Nakamuthu Balakrishnan, 51, is now the 

only one to be hanged.  

The Appeal Court held Nakamuthu 

responsible for the murder of driver and 

ruled that Daniel Vijay and Christopher 

Samson had no intention to kill.  

 

 

DEATH ROW INMATE ABU-JAMAL 

DESCRIBES 'INVISIBLE' US PRISONERS 

(AFP) – WASHINGTON, Sep 3— Mumia 

Abu-Jamal, one of the most well-known 

inmates on US death row, has described 

America's vast population of "invisible" 

prisoners in an interview with Reporters 

without Borders published Friday. The 

55-year-old African American was 

sentenced to death for the 1981 murder 

of a white policeman, a crime he has 

always denied committing, and has 

become a cause celebre among 

opponents of the death penalty. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/

afp/article/

ALeqM5jRPllds_WhQZ7RxSdMvub173i8

xw 

 

NIGERIA: PRISONERS AWAIT 

EXECUTION IN JOS 

Over 123 prison inmates including 39 

indigenes of Benue State who are 

sentenced to death are said to be 

awaiting execution at the Federal Prison 

in Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria, All Africa 

reported on Sep. 6.  

The officer-in-charge of the prison, Mr. 

F. Livinus, made this revelation when 

members of Benue State Advisory 

Council on Prerogative of Mercy led by 

the Benue Attorney-General and 

Commissioner for Justice, Mr. Chive 

Kaave paid an official visit to the Prison 

on a fact finding mission.  

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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Speaking during the visit, Mr. Kaave 

promised to plead on behalf of the 

prisoners for the state government to 

grant them amnesty because of their 

remorse and extraordinary good 

conduct, urging them to continue to be 

of good behaviour as some of them 

could be released by the state governor 

on Independence Day.  

 

BANGLADESH: PRESIDENT PARDONS 

TWENTY DEATH ROW CONVICTS 

Bangladesh has granted clemency to 20 

death row inmates under a presidential 

pardon, as they awaited execution for 

murdering a local leader of Bangladesh 

Nationalist Party in 2004, officials said, 

Times of India reported on Sep. 7.  

Ten of them were released at around 

midnight yesterday from Dhaka Central 

Jal hours after President Zillur Rahman 

issued the clemency, while four others 

were released today from the 

northwestern Rajshahi Central Jail, the 

officials said.  

"The remaining six could not be 

released instantly from Rajshahi jail as 

they are faced with several others cases 

for which they would require bail orders 

from the court to be freed," deputy 

inspector general of prisons Partha 

Gopal Banik told 'Gulf News'.  

A home ministry official said only one of 

the convict in the Sabbir Hossain Gama 

murder case was not offered clemency 

as he is on the run.  

The 20 were activists of Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hasina's ruling Awami League 

who were handed down the death 

penalties in 2005 by a fast track Speedy 

Trial Tribunal.  

 

SUDAN: TWO SUDANESE GET DEATH 

PENALTY FOR KILLING 4 CHINESE 

A Sudanese court sentenced two men to 

death for killing four kidnapped Chinese 

oil workers and a Sudanese soldier 

during a botched rescue attempt by 

security services, their lawyer said, 

Reuters reported Sep. 7.  

Armed Arab tribesmen took nine 

Chinese oil workers hostage in South 

Kordofan in 2008 demanding a share of 

crude revenues from the region and 

jobs for their people.  

Defence lawyer Abu Bakr said four of 

the hostages and the soldier were killed 

and three wounded in crossfire during 

the rescue raid by Sudanese troops, but 

that the Khartoum court found two of 

the tribesman guilty of murder in the 

deaths.  

Abu Bakr said the two defendants were 

also convicted of kidnapping, damage of 

property and criminal conspiracy. They 

had denied having any part in the 

abduction.  

"(The judge) imposed the maximum 

penalty according to the law which was 

the death penalty for the murder 
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charge," he said.  

Abu Bakr noted that the families of the 

victims could still pardon the 

defendants and take blood money 

instead at a hearing in the same court 

scheduled for Oct. 20.  

Abu Bakr said he would be approaching 

the Chinese ambassador to Sudan and 

the families of the victims to support 

payments to the families of the two 

tribesmen so that they would not be put 

to death by hanging.  

The two men, Idriss Bahr Ali Hamadein 

and Ahmed Adam Hassan, are both 

from the Arab nomadic Missiriya tribe in 

Kordofan.  

 

CHINA: ANTI-CORRUPTION CHIEF 

SENTENCED TO DEATH OVER BRIBES 

Provincial anti-corruption official Wang 

Huayuan, 62, was sentenced to death 

with a two-year reprieve by a Chinese 

court in eastern Shandong province for 

accepting more than $1m in bribes. 

Xinhua said Wang took the cash in 

exchange for helping corrupt businesses 

avoid arrests, Xinhua reported Sep. 9.  

Wang was detained last year when 

China launched a nationwide crackdown 

on corruption, gangs and violence. The 

campaign has yielded 256,000 arrests.  

Wang was accused of abusing his 

position as secretary of the provincial 

commissions for discipline inspection in 

Guangdong and Zhejiang while a senior 

official in the two provinces between 

1998 and 2009.  

The court said the bribes were 

"enormous" and that Wang's offenses 

were "extremely serious." But 

considering that Wang had cooperated 

with investigators, confessed to all his 

crimes and returned all the illegally-

gained assets, he was given a suspended 

death sentence.  

 

WASHINGTON (USA): 1ST EXECUTION 

IN THE STATE SINCE 2001 

Cal Coburn Brown, 52, white, was 

executed at the Washington State 

Penitentiary in Walla Walla, Seattle 

Times, Associated Press & Rick Halperin 

reported on Sep. 10  

It is the 1st execution since 2001. 

Brown's execution marked the 1st time 

the state has used the single-drug 

method of execution. Brown was 

administered five grams of the sodium 

thiopental intravenously.  

Brown admitted he raped, tortured and 

murdered Holly Washa, 21, white, in 

May 1991. Brown complained about 

sentencing disparities, citing the case of 

Green River Killer Gary L. Ridgway, who 

was sentenced to life in prison for the 

murders of 48 women after he 

cooperated with authorities, and Wai-

Chiu "Tony" Ng, who could someday be 

released from prison despite his role in 

the deaths of 13 people in Seattle's 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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1983 Wah Mee massacre.  

'I only killed one victim,' he said. 'I 

cannot really see that there is true 

justice.  

About 2 dozen demonstrators gathered 

outside the Walla Walla penitentiary to 

protest the execution. Brown becomes 

the 1st condemned inmate to be put to 

death in Washington this year and the 

5th overall since the state resumed 

capital punishment in 1993.  

Brown becomes the 38th condemned 

inmate to be put to death this year in 

the USA and the 1226th overall since 

the nation resumed executions on 

January 17, 1977.  

 

INDIA: PRESIDENT COMMUTES 14 

DEATH SENTENCES INTO LIFE TERMS 

Indian President Pratibha Devisingh Patil 

commuted the death sentence of 14 

people by allowing their mercy petitions 

during the past two months, Central 

Chronical reported on Sep. 12. 

Home Ministry sources said those 

allowed to escape the gallows include 

Pyara Singh and his three sons Sarabjit 

Singh, Satnam Singh and Gurdev Singh. 

R Govindswami of Tamil Nadu who 

allegedly killed five people including 

three small children was also shown 

mercy by the President. The 1997 death 

sentences of Sheoram, Shyam Manohar 

and four others for murder was also 

commuted to life imprisonment. 

(Sources, 12/09/2010)  

 

UGANDA: 167 MOVED FROM DEATH 

ROW TO LIFE SENTENCE 

At least 167 inmates on death row have 

had their sentences reduced to life 

imprisonment, following a Ugandan 

Supreme Court ruling, prisons 

spokesperson Frank Baine said.  

The Supreme Court ruled in January 

2009 convicts on death row for more 

than three years have their sentences 

commuted to life imprisonment, Daily 

Monitor reported on Sep. 13.  

“One hundred and fifty inmates 

qualified by the time the court order 

was made but as time goes by, over 10 

more have qualified. The number is now 

167,” Baine said.  

According to statistics seen by Daily 

Monitor from the Prisons department, 

57 of the beneficiaries of the January 

Supreme Court ruling are in Luzira 

Prison and another 109 are in Kirinya 

Prison – Jinja. There are five women in 

total. (Sources:, 13/09/2010)  

 

BELARUS: GANG MEMBERS SENTENCED 

FOR HIGHWAY ROBBERIES, KILLINGS 

One criminal gang member was 

sentenced to death and another to life 

imprisonment by a court in the eastern 

Belarusian city of Mahileu after being 

found guilty of robbery and murder, 

RFE/RL's Belarus Service reportwed on 
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Sep. 15.. 

Ihar Myalik was sentenced to death for 

the crimes while Alyaksandr Sychou was 

sentenced to life in prison. 

The men are from the western city of 

Homel. They were found guilty of 

robbing and killing four foreigners -- 

citizens of Russia and Moldova -- in 

2009.  

Mahileu-based rights activist Barys 

Bukhel followed the case. He is an active 

campaigner against the death penalty.  

Bukhel told RFE/RL that the two convicts 

were members of a criminal group that 

had stolen from people driving cars with 

foreign license plates on the Mahileu-

Hrodna highway for several months.  

He said the criminal group had three 

members. The leader of the group, 

Alyaksandr Kozyrau, was a founder of 

the Belarus Union of Jujitsu and Self-

Defense. Myalik and Sychou were 

martial arts instructors in the 

organization.  

All three were arrested one year ago. 

Kozyrau died in jail earlier this year.  

Bukhel said Myalik and Sychou pleaded 

guilty, begged the court for mercy, and 

asked the relatives of their victims to 

forgive them. Their lawyers said they 

will appeal the sentences.  

 

PA AFFIRMS DEATH PENALTY FOR 

LAND SALES TO ISRAELIS 

The Palestinian Authority reaffirmed the 

death penalty for any Palestinian found 

guilty of selling land to Israelis, 

Jerusalem Post reported on Sep. 20.  

The PA says the land law is necessary to 

prevent the expansion of Jewish 

settlements in the West Bank and east 

Jerusalem.  

The decision came in response to a 

ruling by a Palestinian court according 

to which such acts were only a “minor 

offense.”  

PA Prosecutor-General Ahmed al-

Mughni appealed against the ruling to a 

higher court, arguing that the sale of 

land to Israelis was a “major offense” 

punishable by death. The appeal was 

accepted.  

 

ALABAMA (USA): DEATH SENTENCE 

OVERTURNED 

Esau “Wolf” Jackson, 32, black, gets new 

trial in Alabama, Associated Press 

reported on Sep. 24.  

The Alabama Supreme Court ruled that 

improper testimony was permitted 

against Jackson during his trial in 

Jefferson County.  

Jackson was convicted of capital murder 

in the Feb. 1. 2006, shooting deaths of 

Pamela Montgomery, 42, and Milton 

Poole III, 16. Jackson was sentenced to 

death on March 16, 2007 by Jefferson 

County Circuit Judge Gloria Bahakel, 

who followed the jury's 10-2 sentencing 

recommendation.  

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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The Supreme Court said Poole's mother 

should not have been allowed to testify 

at trial that she thought Jackson had 

killed her son even though she had no 

personal knowledge of the identity of 

the shooter.  

The state high court sent the case to the 

Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals "for 

further proceedings consistent with this 

opinion."  

 

COUNCIL OF EUROPE REGRETS 

CONFIRMATION OF DEATH PENALTY BY 

SUPREME COURT IN BELARUS  

24 September 2010 

Council of Europe Secretary General, 

Thorbjørn Jagland, announced today 

that he is “deeply saddened” by news 

that the appeals of two prisoners on 

death row in the city of Grodno were 

rejected by the Supreme Court.  

Jagland recalled that “the Council of 

Europe has repeatedly condemned 

executions in Belarus and called for 

abolition of the death penalty”.  

At a time when the Council of Europe 

and Belarus are discussing possible 

steps towards abolition of the death 

penalty, the authorities must turn words 

into action and send a strong signal that 

a moratorium on executions is needed. 

 http://www.coe.int/t/dc/press/

news/20100724_sg_belarus_en.asp 

 

 

SAUDI ARABIA: MAN BEHEADED FOR 

MURDER 

Saudi Arabia beheaded a murderer by 

the sword in Medina, the interior 

ministry announced, AFP reported on 

Sep. 27.  

Abdulkarim bin Khalif al-Anzi was 

executed for shooting dead Atallah bin 

Mohammed al-Anzi after a dispute, the 

ministry said in a statement carried by 

the official SPA news agency.  

No details were given of the date or 

location of the crime. The ministry said 

the execution was implemented after a 

review of the sentence by higher courts, 

and due to the determination of the 

victim's family to see that the murderer 

was put to death.  

The beheading took to 19 the number of 

executions reported in the Gulf kingdom 

this year, according to an AFP count.  

 

USA: GEORGIA EXECUTES INMATE 

WHO HAD ATTEMPTED SUICIDE 

A Georgia prisoner who tried to kill 

himself last week by slashing his arms 

and throat with a razor blade was 

executed amid heightened security for 

the 1998 murders of a trucking 

company owner and his two children, 

AP reported on Sep. 28.  

Brandon Joseph Rhode, 31, was put to 

death by injection at the state prison in 

Jackson.  

He was convicted in 2000 of killing 
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Steven Moss, 37, his 11-year-old son 

Bryan and 15-year-old daughter Kristin 

during a burglary of their Jones County 

home in central Georgia.  

His coconspirator, Daniel Lucas, was also 

sentenced to death in a separate trial 

and remains on death row.  

Medics then tried for about 30 minutes 

to find a vein to inject the three-drug 

concoction.  

Moments before Rhode was 

pronounced dead he turned his head, 

exposing a bandage over the part of his 

neck he slashed.  

It took 14 minutes for the lethal dose to 

kill him.  

Rhode had initially been scheduled to 

be put to death Sept. 21, but the 

Georgia Supreme Court postponed the 

execution after Rhode was rushed to 

the hospital that day following a suicide 

attempt.  

Rhode was stabilized at a local hospital 

and placed in a restraining chair to 

prevent him from removing the sutures 

from his neck or doing any other harm 

to himself, state attorneys said.  

Defense attorney Brian Kammer 

countered that Rhode was put in a 

"torture chair" and subjected to cruel 

and unusual punishment.  

"He has been subjected to the surreal 

and incomprehensible: Heroic measures 

taken to stabilize his life by the prison 

staff that would then execute him," 

Kammer said in one court filing.  

Kammer urged the Georgia Supreme 

Court to push back the execution again 

so experts could evaluate whether 

Rhode was mentally competent to be 

executed, or understood why he was 

being punished. He said Rhode lost half 

his blood Sept. 21 when he cut himself, 

went into shock and could have suffered 

brain damage.  

 

US EXECUTIONS DELAYED BY 

SHORTAGE OF DEATH PENALTY DRUG 

28 September 2010 

Several of the 17 prisoners condemned 

to be put to death in the US by the end 

of January are likely to receive a 

temporary reprieve after a commercial 

drug company said it had run out of the 

anaesthetic widely used as part of the 

lethal injection. 

The Illinois-based pharmaceutical 

company Hospira said it had suspended 

the production of Pentothal because it 

could no longer obtain a sufficient 

quantity of the drug's active ingredient 

from a separate firm. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/

world/2010/sep/28/us-executions-

delayed-drug-shortage 

 

 

CHINA NOT TO DROP DEATH PENALTY 

FOR CORRUPTION 

China's top legislature has never 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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considered scrapping the death penalty 

for those convicted of corruption in the 

draft amendment to the Criminal Law, 

said a legislator, Xinhua reported on 

Sep. 29.  

Chen Sixi, member of the National 

People's Congress (NPC) Standing 

Committee and vice-chairman of the 

NPC's Committee for Internal and 

Judicial Affairs, made the remarks 

during an on-line interview with 

netizens.  

Corruption-related crimes have 

seriously impaired the interests of the 

country and the people and China is 

always paying special attention to the 

prevention and punishment to such 

crimes, Chen said.  

Criminals convicted of corruption should 

be subject to harsh penalties and the 

draft amendment to the Criminal Law 

was not intended to eliminate capital 

punishment for such crimes, Chen said.  

The eighth amendment to the Criminal 

Law, which proposed reducing the 

number of crimes punishable by the 

death penalty in a move to reduce 

death penalty executions and promote 

human rights, was submitted to the NPC 

Standing Committee for its first reading 

at its bimonthly meeting which began 

on Aug. 23.  

The draft amendment eliminated capital 

punishment for 13 economic-related 

and non-violent offences such as, 

among others, smuggling cultural relics, 

falsely issuing exclusive value-added tax 

invoices to defraud export tax refunds 

or offset taxes, and teaching methods 

for committing crimes, which 

constituted almost 20 percent of the 

current 68 crimes punishable by the 

death penalty.  

 

 

PAKISTAN: EIGHT AWARDED DEATH 

SENTENCE 

In Pakistan, Administrative Judge Raja 

Shah Baz Khan of the Gilgit-Baltistan 

Anti-Terrorism Court 1 sentenced eight 

to death for killing nine people on 

January 8, 2005, Daily The Post reported 

on Sep. 30.  

Itrat Hussain, Waseem Abass, Ashfaq 

Hussain, Nazeer Muhammad, Hashim 

Hussain, Iqtidar Hussain (absconder), 

Ghulamuddin (absconder) and Amjad 

Hussain (absconder) allegedly 

committed the crimes at the Food and 

Forest Department on Khazana Road.  

 

OCTOBER PREVIEW 

 

NIGERIA: NO MERCY FOR 920 LOCALS 

ON DEATH ROW 

1 October 2010 

As Nigerians celebrate the country's 

50th independence anniversary, 920 

Nigerians on death row across the 

country's 227 prisons, will not be joining 
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in the celebrations, as their fate hangs 

in the balance. They are waiting to be 

hanged. 

Currently, there are 227 prisons in 

Nigeria with an average capacity of 50, 

000 inmates. The prisons are congested 

and dirty with inadequate medical and 

rehabilitation facilities. As a result, many 

inmates fall sick and die even before 

they are tried, convicted and hanged. 

http://allafrica.com/

stories/201010010171.html 

 

THE DEATH PENALTY: PAYING HEED TO 

THE UN’S CALLS 

3 October 2010  

In November, the UN General Assembly 

is expected to reiterate its call for a 

world-wide moratorium on the use of 

the death penalty.  Over the years, the 

largest UNintergovernmental body—it 

includes all UN Member States—has 

built stepping stones towards the 

definitive abolition of capital 

punishment, endorsing widely shared 

skepticism over its supposed deterrent 

effect on criminality.  Crucially, the GA 

has emphasized that the death penalty 

undermines human dignity, and that a 

moratorium on its use contributes to 

the enhancement and progressive 

development of human rights. 

http://www.neurope.eu/

articles/102973.php 

 

PLAN ON EXECUTION CHAMBER 

SHELVED  

3 October 2010 

 The government has virtually scrapped 

the much disputed plan of building a 

new execution chamber at Cheongsong 

Prison in North Gyeongsang Province, 

officials said.  

The plan, devised by Justice Minister 

Lee Kwi-nam after his visit to the prison 

in March, showed a clear indication that 

the government is considering breaking 

a 13-year-old moratorium on the death 

penalty. Strong backlash from domestic 

and international human rights activists 

followed.  

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/

news/nation/2010/10/117_73906.html 

 

TEXAS JUDGE TO EXAMINE IF 

EXECUTED MAN WAS INNOCENT 

AFP 4 October 2010 

A Texas judge will consider this week 

whether a man the state executed in 

2004 for killing his three toddlers in a 

house fire was actually innocent of the 

crimes. 

If the court exonerates Cameron Todd 

Willingham he will be the first person 

officially declared innocent after being 

executed in the modern era of US 

capital punishment. 

"This is a watershed case that may 

break some new ground," said Richard 

Dieter, director of the Death Penalty 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition/ 
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Crime and Justice  —  Death Penalty and the Right to Life 

Information Center. 

Willingham used his last words to 

declare his innocence after appealing 

his conviction nine times. His family 

petitioned State District Judge Charlie 

Baird to clear his name and reputation. 

 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/

afp/article/

ALeqM5htI5N9FAWBz_en28R4X5KdjjLt

GA?

docId=CNG.d1f8700c150cf024d03251a9

cdc0319a.1b1 



www.ipsnews.net 

Read the latest information about worldwide 

efforts to abolish the death penalty!   

 

http://www.ipsnews.net/deathpenaltyabolition 
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