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Smallholder Farmers Hold 
the Food Key

Libreville - Women cassava farmers in the Rivers 
State of Nigeria say an idea to plant and harvest cu-
cumbers in the offseason has given them a substan-
tial income boost.

Their success story was told in Libreville, Gabon, where 
the 6th regional forum of the International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development (IFAD) took place in November 2011.

IFAD said positive results like this abound in the region, 
but West and Central Africa need to invest more in agricul-
ture to meet the growing demand for food.

Under the theme “Making Small Farms in West and Cen-
tral Africa More Productive and Profitable,” stakeholders 
met for three days to focus on, amongst other things, “the 
challenges communities are facing in meeting basic food 
security needs and to help rural communities engage more 
profitably with market opportunities.”

IFAD’s director for West and Central Africa, Mohamed 
Béavogui, told IPS that  statistics show that smallholder 
farmers are important producers in a region that has an 
ever-growing demand for food. It is expected that global 
food production will have to increase by 70 percent to feed 
an estimated population of nine billion people by 2050.

IFAD aims to sustainably increase rural incomes and food 
security and thereby alleviate poverty through invest-

ment in small farmers. The United Ladies Cassava Farmers 
Association from Rivers State in Nigeria pocketed an extra 
350 thousand naira (2,200 dollars) from their cucumber 
harvest.

The cucumber crop helped the farmers to cover some 
of the expenses incurred when planting their cassava crop 
and to feed their families while waiting for their cassava 
projects to mature.

IFAD also wants to see what the key constraints and chal-
lenges are to successful small-scale farming in the region. 
They hope to find solutions to these problems during the 
forum discussions. One of the specific objectives of the 
forum was to “share best practices and evidence-based les-
sons learned on the role of farmers’ organisations”.

The forum was opened by Gabon’s Minister of Agri-
culture Raymond Ndong Sima. He praised IFAD for their 
involvement in empowering smallholder farmers in the 
region and reiterated Gabon’s commitment to support-
ing them.

“Smallholder farmers produce a large percentage of 
the food resource in this region,” he said, “and it is only 
with the continued support of organisations like IFAD 
that we will be able to utilise the full potential of the 
region.”

By Tinus de Jager

Smallholder farmers 
are a key factor in en-
suring Africa’s security 
and development. 
Pic: Zukiswa 
Zimela / IPS
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Young Innovators 
Lead the Way
The Global Youth Innovation Workshop-Fair, jointly 

organised by the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) and the government of Benin, 
took place from Oct. 10 to 13 in Cotonou, the Beni-

nois economic capital. Among those exhibiting their work 
were several young talents from around the world.

Ratoejanahary Mirado is a young Malagasy entrepre-
neur whose stand took visitors to the exposition by storm. 
A model for young women in her country, Mirado runs 
an artisanal business which makes baskets from raffia.                       
Cushions, baskets, boxes for storage, and decorative items 
were on display; the woven products are available not only 
in Madagascar but exported across the world.

For Mirado, the Cotonou meeting was an opportunity to 
share experiences and knowledge with young people from 
elsewhere.

Lionel Nenehidini a Beninois agro-businesman, had his 
potato chips and local juices are arranged on his stand. His 
business uses locally-sourced materials to make “Sena-
chips” which are sold side by side with imported snacks 
in a market where such products are fast growing more 
popular.

By investing in this sector, Nenehidini intends to promote 
local production and create job opportunities for other 
youth both directly in his business and as vendors of his 
range of merchandise.

Alejandro Riascos Castillo created a sensation at the fair’s 
opening, when the sounds of the traditional Colombian xy-
lophones that he manufactures rang out. A curious public 
flocked to see this young man with a large smile, whose 
enterprise combines business and safeguarding the culture 
of his country.

Valentin Aitchedji is an engineer. His invention, a device 
for determining the suitability of soil for various types of 
cultivation, was proudly displayed at his stand. His native 
Benin has adopted agriculture as a primary means to devel-
opment, but smallholder farmers have in many cases not 
mastered the best growing practices.

His machine will help farmers to analyse the land avail-
able to them and choose their crops and methods more 
effectively.

The fair was a true showroom for the young engineer, 
whose objective is to promote his machine and perhaps 
find backing to mass produce it and make it available to 
farmers in Benin and beyond.

Forty-year-old Dieudonné Aladjodjo is the proprietor of a 

company called Promo Fruits Bénin. He presented his 
headline product, pineapple juice. He launched his com-
pany just over a decade ago, and was eager to share his 
experiences with other youth at the forum in Cotonou.

“It’s also a school for me, because there are certainly 
things being done elsewhere which I could learn from,” he 
told TerraViva.

Youth innovators exhibit their products at the 
Global Youth Innovation Workshop - Fair in Benin.
Pic: Zukiswa Zimela / IPS

By Célia Faconam Dédé
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Entrepreneurship 
Can Develop Africa
Samuel Agossou, a rabbit breeder from Benin, says government policies should push the youth to 
create jobs for themselves, but also for other young people in rural areas around the world.

“Policies must strengthen the youth’s 
capacity; especially in rural areas, where 
schools and industry are scarce.” Agos-
sou said he started his business with 

“only three female rabbits and one male rabbit. Seven 
years later, there were already 700 thousand.”

To probe the possibilities of youth to generate the 
development of Africa and the world, 60 young peo-
ple from around the world were in Cotonou, Benin, to 
exhibit their innovative ideas and products.

Issifou Kogui N’Douro, the Beninese minister of 
defence, said in his opening remarks: “Finance is actu-
ally the biggest challenge of the implementation of the 
action plan developed in Malabo, the capital of Equato-
rial Guinea. The African Union adopted the plan for the 
period from 2009 to 2018, aiming to reduce unemploy-
ment amongst the African youth.”

But there are examples at the Youth Entrepreneurs 
Fair in Benin of young people creating jobs without too 
much help from government. Ratoejanahary Mirado, 
president of the Association Vonona in Madagascar said 
regional governments should take note of global actions 
to really have an effect on young farmers. “Innovation 
and creativity we bring to the development do not 
particularly need an international plan. Our actions must 
be supported by our individual governments … through 
direct and indirect aid from the budget.”

“I worked for a whole year with my aunt in his small 
workshop manufacturing raffia. I was able to save a half 
of my salary each month. After one year, I totalized the 
equivalent of 150 U.S. dollars with which I decided to 
run my own business,” she said. “Six years after I retired 
from the place of my aunt, my raffia products are sold 
throughout the world and I hold an investment of $3300 
in a youth organization that I lead and in which I employ 
10 other young people like me.”

Bright future Charles Feridjini, the president of the 
Youth Delegation of Benin to the exhibition, said the 
youth should take a prominent place in any government 
policy. “It is possible to overcome the poverty if our gov-
ernments actually use of the knowledge, expertise and 
the power the youth has; especially in rural areas.”

Mohamed Bourga, a young Syrian fashion entrepreneur, 
showed his wares at the Benin fair: “With my studio, I was 
able to help dozen of newlyweds to not make the trip from 
the village to the capital in order to buy clothes,” he said. 
Bourga dreams to deliver his clothing to the major cities of 
Syria “and possibly import wedding dresses”.

Profits allowed rabbit breeder Samuel Agossou to buy a plot 
and support his family. Agoussou employs a dozen young peo-
ple to look after the rabbits, clean their cages and keep them 
healthy. They earn some $25 per month. Agossou said in the 
right conditions, created by government and the youth, more 
jobs and better produce are sure to follow in Africa.

By Charles Mushizi

Benin rabbit breeder exhibiting his rabbits at the Global Youth 
Innovation Workshop - Fair. Rabbit breeding is seen to be creating 
jobs for the youth in Benin.  Pic: Zukiswa Zimela /IPS
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Do you have an idea? Maybe to provide cheap 
electricity generators to the people in your town? 
Or have you invented a machine that would test 
the African soil and point farmers in the right di-

rection on what crops to plant? If the idea is good and you 
are struggling to get the project off the ground, a group of 
young people from Benin might have the solution.

The Cotonou International Forum for New Discovery 
(CINC), is an NGO that has created a network of African 
inventors. The aim of the organisation is to bring money to 
the ideas and boost development in Africa by helping the 
continent’s innovators. And, to date, 59 companies from 
around the world think that is a great idea. Now the politi-
cians are following suit.

Barbara Macon, president of CINC, said at the core of 
the forum is the idea that your dream can, and should, be 
realised. “A lot of people are talking about us now. We have 
put in a large amount of work to get to where we are now, 
but now people are starting to support us.”

“Sometimes you feel like you just want to give up, but the 
dream keeps you working. If you give up, you will not real-
ise your dream. I just have to tell people. It is not important 
what people are thinking about you, but it is important 
what you think about yourself. That is the message I want 
to share with the youth out there.

“Stick with your dream and your dream may very well 
come true.”

CINC now has support at the highest level of the Benin 
government. They are helping more than 60 innovators 
from Benin, but also from other parts of Africa, to develop 
their ideas through promotion. And Macon said promotion 
and networking is helping the inventors to get the capital 
they need to develop their ideas. The small, cheap genera-
tor is already a reality for its inventor. The machine that 
would make the analysing of soil available to subsistence 
farmers is in its development stage.

And CINC, which started as an idea from 3rd-year univer-
sity students will present the second round of awards to 
African innovators in October 2012.

Some of the delegates to the Benin youth innovation fair 
visited the offices of CINC in Cotonou, Benin, to share ideas. 
And one of the organisers, Pape Samb of Phelps Stokes, 
said the successes of CINC are exactly the kind of inspira-
tion that the fair wants to create:

“I think the reason that this project worked was that the 
initiative came from the youth. There was no big man be-
hind the programme. Most times politicians or people with 

money are afraid of falling in behind the youth. These are 
young, innocent people. They were not a threat to anyone 
… they were either going to succeed or fail with the idea 
and hard work got them where they are now.

“They were very persistent and that is one of the assets 
the youth has. They used their ideas to change their lives. 
They went from being job-seekers to job providers.

“This project shows the delegates what the ideas that we 
are trying to get across at the Benin Youth Entrepreneurs 
Fair/Workshop. The idea of synergy, working with people 
and see anybody as a partner. Then there is sustainability 
and that is exactly what is happening here. They are build-
ing on a good idea, and success that breeds more success.”

Barbara Macon said she never expected CINC to touch 
the lives of so many people. “But now we speak to minis-
ters, we are constantly building our network and as time 
goes by we are able to do more for the innovators of Africa.

“We are really proud of what we have done.”

Benin Youth drives 
African Innovation

Young innovators preparing their exhibition stand at the Global Youth 
Innovation Workshop - Fair in Benin. Pic: Zukiswa Zimela /IPS 

By Tinus de Jager
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Du riz NERICA pour réduire la pauvreté rurale en Afrique
Vadim Quirin

Youth Entreprenuers Gather in Benin                      

From October 10 to 13, 2011, the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) pre-
sented an international workshop and exhibition 
of innovation on “youth entrepreneurs – agents of 

change”in Cotonou, Benin.
Sixty young people from around the world attended 

the meeting. “We aim to create a platform of exchange to 
help young entrepreneurs share experiences and success 
stories with other young people in need of progress,” said 
Bamba Zoumana, who is in charge of knowledge manage-

ment and grants at IFAD. “At the end of the day, IFAD will 
plan with young people … not for them; development 
programs that respond to their wishes.”

“IFAD therefore has to learn from youth successful 
models to enable other young people to create and en-
gage in sustainable development,” says Roxanna Samii, an 
IFAD spokesperson.

Participants will work on different themes such as agri-
business, entrepreneurship and leadership. The aim was 
to bring new ideas to the discussion and formulate an action 

By Ulrich Vital Ahotondji

By Ulrich Vital Ahotondji
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Du riz NERICA pour réduire la pauvreté rurale en Afrique
Vadim Quirin

plan to promote agriculture among the youth.
The opening speech was delivered by Boni Yayi, presi-

dent of Benin. This was to be followed by an exhibition of 
innovation and technology, aimed at providing opportuni-
ties for young people to know and understand the different 
products brought by each other.

Delegates also visited agriculture projects in Benin during 
the four-day gathering.

IFAD says agriculture remains the primary source of 
employment for young Africans between 18 to 24 years 

old, some 60% of the African population. “The youth of 
today, who are the leaders of tomorrow, will have a better 
understanding of development issues and make the right                          
decisions.

“IFAD is an international organization whose primary                
objective is to contribute to the reduction of poverty 
among rural youth. This we do by encouraging the youth to 
avoid the rural exodus, giving them the tools to make their 
countries and Africa self-sufficient in food production,” said 
Samii.

Youth Entreprenuers Gather in Benin                      
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Assise Fiodendji, un petit producteur du riz Béni-
nois, estime que la réduction de la pauvreté exige 
que le défi de l’autosuffisance alimentaire soit 
relevé à travers l’accroissement des rendements. 

Selon Fiodendji, qui cultive du riz de semence améliorée, 
appelé NERICA (Nouveau riz pour l’Afrique) à Comé, dans 
le sud-ouest du Bénin, le rendement du NERICA cultivé sur 
un plateau est faible par rapport à celui qui est planté dans 
un bas-fond, soit respectivement 1,5 à trois tonnes par 
hectare, contre huit à 10 tonnes par hectare. 

En 2008, dit-il, cette question du rendement avait préoc-
cupé le gouvernement béninois, notamment avec la crise 
économique et alimentaire. Il propose donc aux chercheurs 
de suggérer des pistes pouvant leur permettre de passer 
de trois à cinq tonnes par hectare pour le rendement du 
NERICA cultivé sur un plateau. 

Un tel accroissement permettra 
de réguler le ratio entre les charges 
de production et leur revenu. «Nous 
dépensons entre 300.000 francs CFA 
à 500.000 FCFA (entre 600 et 1.000 
dollars environ) pour une récolte de 
trois tonnes, pour un revenu de 140 
FCFA par kg, soit 420.000 FCFA (840 
dollars)», souligne-t-il. 

Les chercheurs viennent d’évaluer 
au Bénin, au cours d’un atelier du 6 
au 8 décembre, le projet dénommé 
«Amélioration de l’accès des petits producteurs aux 
semences de NERICA pour réduire la pauvreté rurale en 
Afrique de l’ouest et du centre». 

Ce projet est financé par le Fonds international de dével-
oppement agricole (FIDA) et qui prend en compte trois 
pays d’Afrique de l’ouest et du centre: la Guinée, la Serra 
Leone et la République démocratique du Congo (RDC), 
sélectionnés pour la première phase du projet AfricaRice. Il 
prépare déjà les termes d’une deuxième phase à soumettre 
au FIDA, selon les experts réunis au Bénin. 

Au cours de leurs travaux, les chercheurs ont souligné 
beaucoup de défis à relever encore pour atteindre 
l’autosuffisance alimentaire. 

Selon Malick Soumah, coordonnateur national du projet 
en Guinée, «il faut stimuler les petits producteurs à acquér-
ir la semence de meilleure qualité en dépit de son coût»: 
environ un dollar en Guinée, indique-t-il à IPS. 

«La conservation, la multiplication et le renouvellement 
de la biodiversité sont également impérieuses pour assurer 
l’accès à temps des petits agriculteurs aux semences», 
ajoute-t-il à IPS. 

Le producteur Fiodendji salue la grande disponibilité des 
semences. Mais c’est sa pérennisation qui préoccupe Dr Ali 
Touré, coordonnateur du projet examiné par l’atelier. Il faut 
«passer de l’aspect production de semence à l’instauration 
d’une véritable filière semencière», dit-il. 

Dr Moussa Sié, coordonnateur du groupe d’action sélec-
tion et amélioration variable à AfricaRice, souligne les 
atouts d’une telle stratégie. «Elle permettra de transformer 

les petits producteurs, comme c’est le cas 
en Asie, en des créateurs de variétés de riz 
amélioré d’une part, et d’autre part, de pro-
duire notamment des semences répondant 
aux attentes des consommateurs». 

Dr Aliou Diagne, représentant les direc-
teurs généraux de AfricaRice à l’atelier, 
souligne que le plus grand défi reste 
l’implication de toute la chaîne de valeur 
- de la production à la commercialisation - 
dans la promotion du NERICA. 

Par ailleurs, les femmes sont souvent mar-
ginalisées et maintenues dans la pauvreté dans la chaîne 
de valeur de la production du NERICA. Selon Soumah, les 
femmes font la majeure partie des travaux, mais pour 
la répartition du revenu, les hommes s’arrogent la plus 
grande part. 

Mais, des journées portes ouvertes orientées exclusive-
ment vers les femmes ont permis d’attirer environ 25 pour 
cent en Guinée avec le NERICA, affirme Soumah, contre 
huit avant 2008, si l’on considère l’activité rizicole en 
général. 

En Serra Leone, près 51 pour cent de femmes se consa-
crent à la culture du NERICA, indique Abdoulaye Kaboré, 
assistant de recherche en science sociale à AfricaRice. 

Du riz NERICA pour 
Réduire la Pauvreté 
Rurale en Afrique
By Vadim Quirin

«Amélioration de 
l’accès des petits pro-
ducteurs aux semenc-
es de NERICA pour 
réduire la pauvreté 
rurale en Afrique de 
l’ouest et du centre».
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Investing in Youth – A 
Risk Worth Taking

At just 25 years of age, Ratoejanahary Mirado runs a 
micro-enterprise making baskets and other prod-
ucts woven from raffia for sale in Madagascar and 

overseas. She is among dozens of successful young en-
trepreneurs involved in the newly-launched Global Youth 
Innovation Network.

In 2004, Mirado was working for her aunt, weaving 
raban – a type of raffia. She decided to set up on her 
own, and with technical and financial assistance from a 
programme of support run by the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, she slowly built up her busi-
ness until it became autonomous.

“Six years later, my raffia products are sold around the 
world,” said Mirado, “and I have 3,300 dollars invested 
in the youth association that I direct, which employs ten 
young people.”

“Investing in the youth, means they can themselves 
create their own solutions,” said Pape Samb, director of 
Programmes for Africa and Freedom Endowment at the 
Phelps Stokes Foundation, based in the United States. 
“We say that the youth know their problems, but they 
don’t have the support needed to realise their projects.”

Speaking at the opening of the Global Youth Innovation 
Workshop-Fair in Benin’s economic capital, Cotonou, on 
Oct. 10, Samb said that it is essential to have confidence 
in youth to choose their own path, and then to support 

them. The event was jointly sponsored by the Beninois 
government and IFAD.

For Nardos Békélé-Thomas, the UNDP’s resident repre-
senative in Benin, 40 percent of the potential represented 
by Africa’s youth is still not being utilised. “Youth get-
ting involved in entrepreneurship calls on their creativity 
which can be a source of growth for countries. So a failure 
to invest in youth today leads to a false economy in a 
state,” she said, calling for urgent interventions towards 
young people.

Focus Must be on the Youth

By Fulgence Zamblé

Youth delegates attend 
a session of the Youth 
Entrepreneurs, Agents 
of Change at the Palais 
du Congres in Cotonou, 
Benin. Pic: Zukiswa 
Zimela / IPS

Youth attending the opening Global Youth Innovation Workshop - 
Fair listen to speakers talking about the youth in Africa’s                        
development. Pic: Zukiswa Zimela/ IPS.
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Youth in Agricultural 
Entrepreneurship

To participate in development and change their 
society, young people in Benin, in West Africa, 
must increasingly become entrepreneurs, par-
ticularly in the agricultural domain.

Laurette Dossou-Yovo, a 24-year-old woman from Benin, 
is the coordinator of the Provendrie Laura et Fils (PLF), a 
centre for the production of livestock fodder in Djougou, 
a city in the northwest of Benin. According to her, the 
business produces between 10 and 15 tonnes of food for 
livestock sold to several dozen livestock rearers in the sub-
region.

Dieudonné Aladjodjo, about 40, is the director of Promo-
fruits Benin (PFB) which promotes consumption of fruit, 
particularly pineapples. “Presently, we are capable of pro-
ducing 2,000 cartons of 24 cans of pineapple juice, becuase 
we have equipment for processing pineapples,” he told IPS.

He was attending the young entrepreneurs’ fair, organ-
ised jointly from Oct. 10-13-2011 by the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and the government 
of Benin in Cotonou, the economic capital of the country. 
Aladjodjo says his relatively new business venture, which 
he started in 2003 with the modest sum of 20 dollars from 
IFAD, today employs 88 people including 15 permanent 
employees as well as casual workers, all of them youth. His 
business exports pineapple juice to several African coun-
tries.

“These permanent and casual workers have escaped un-
employment and fight against poverty through their work,” 
he told IPS.

The Songhai Centre in the southeastern city of Porto 
Novo, recognised by the United Nations as a regional cen-
tre for excellence, is building expertise in various forms 
of agricultural production and transforming the lives of 
thousands of young Africans with skills that turn them 
into good entrepreneurs. The centre was created in 1985 
by a priest, Father Godfrey Nzamujo.

Promoting entrepreneurship among Beninois youth 
is at the heart of the vision of the Global Youth Initia-
tive Network, which has been launched at the Cotonou 
Forum, supported by IFAD and several other international 
partners.

During the offical launch of the workshop-exposition, 
under the theme “Young entrepreneurs – agents of 
change”, Mohamed Béavogui, director of IFAD for West 
and Central Africa, recognised that “youth constitute a 
target group and a very important resource in the sub-
region”. Youth, he said, “will continue to play a proac-

tive role in the promotion, support and investment in 
programmes that can improve agro-empowerment and 
entrepreneurship by the youth”.

To invest in young innovators will permit one to con-
front unemployment which is truly a problem in the rural 
zones of developing countries, he said.

“The problem of unemployment of the youth has as its 
corollaries hunger, poverty, rural exodus, juvenile delin-
quence, drug abuse, insecurity and rising criminality…” 
stressed Issifou Kogui N’douro, state minister for National 
Defence in Benin, who opened the meeting on behalf of 
the head of state.

By Badylon Kawanda Bakiman

Young entrepreneurial farmers need to be supported in order 
to curb the problems of unemployment existent in Africa.
Pic: Vital Ahotondji
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Benin’s Songhai Centre 
Grooms Future Farmers

Mahoub Damala is a young agriculturalist. After 
completing his studies at a Benin high school 
specialising in agriculture, he registered at 
the Songhai Centre in Porto-Novo in 2008, to 

further master agricultural techniques. Today he has become 
a rural entrepreneur.

The 40-year-old has established himself in Djigbé, a village 
in the southeast of the country, with a poultry operation on 
three sites. “I’ve got 600 chickens. I collect about 560 eggs a 
day, which I sell for 100 CFA francs (around 20 cents) each,” 
he told IPS.

The agro-businessman explains that he keeps his chickens 
for 15 months before replacing them with new ones. “At the 
moment, I can sell a layer for 3,500 CFA (around seven dol-
lars),” he says.

For the past year, Damala has employed two other youth 
for his operation. He’s also expanding his activities, with 
about thirty rabbits in hutches on one of his sites. “What 
matters here is the number of females, because they repro-
duce. There are males also, but they’re for sale and breed-
ing,” he said, explaining that he began this new project with 
just five rabbits.

Damala is also trying his hand at aquaculture and grow-
ing banana trees. “Today, I earn my own bread, and more: I 
can offer something to those who work with me. All this is 
thanks to the experience gained at the Songhai Centre which 
also supported me financially at the end of my training.”

Damala is among a hundred-odd youth who have received 
training at the regional centre. Each year, the Songhai Centre 
welcomes 150 or so youth who are trained and then helped 

to set up agro-pastoral projects of their own.
Created by a priest, Father Godfrey Nzamujo, in 1985, the 

centre was originally a simple collective of vegetable grow-
ers on the outskirts of Cotonou, said Guy Louèkè, Songhai’s 
administrator.

“Benin’s Songhai Centre is not a demonstration centre,” 
he said, “but a collection of small enterprises which serve as 
models. When a young person leaves here, she is capable 
of managing all aspects of a business, not just a production 
unit.”

According to its website, the centre emphasises the devel-
opment of cultural, technical and organisational skills to em-
power individuals and communities. It promotes the linking 
of agriculture to industry and services and the development 
of green rural cities.

“I’ve been at the centre for three months, and at the end 
of my training I plan to set up my own business in Cotonou,” 
said Denis Kpodé, who is studying soya oil production at the 
centre.

“My dream is to become like the former apprentices who 
are today running their own businesses,” said Bénédicta Oké, 
a trainee in the artisanal sector.

The centre in Porto-Novo, in the country’s southwest, 
presently employs 500 people, including 300 trainees en-
rolled in an 18-month training programme.

The centre, which is accredited by the United Nations, 
is extending its work beyond Benin. It has a working site in 
Nigeria, has signed agreements to set up in Liberia, and has 
also purchased land in the Republic of Congo for a training 
centre in that Central African country.

By Arsène Séverin

Fruit and vegetables from the Songai center are sold to the local public in Porto Novo. The center provides a good foundation for 
aspiring young farmers to ply their trade. Pic: Vital Ahotondji 
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Enabling poor rural people
to overcome poverty

Youth Hold the Key                  
to Africa’s Crops

The purpose of bringing together youth from all 
over the world in November 2011 to Benin was 
to find solutions to improve agricultural output in 
Africa in the near future.

“Africa can feed the world,” said IFAD spokesperson, 
Roxanna Samii, in an IPS interview before the start of the 
conference in Cotonou. “But to ensure that the continent 
builds on its potential, we have to keep young farmers out 
of the cities and on their farms.

“But we can only do that if farming provides the youth 
with some of the benefits they would receive if they left 
the farm for the city.”

Leaders of the future “The rural youths are the main 
target to boost agriculture in Africa because they are 
about 60 percent of the population in Africa,” Zoumana 
Bamba of the International Fund for Agricultural Develop-
ment, IFAD, said. “They have the innovation, they have the 
energy and they have the capacity to modernize African 
agriculture.”

Bamba said Africa needs to improve agriculture because 
the continent is spending too much money importing 
food. “If we can manage to produce what we need to eat 

at least we will be able to use that money for health, for 
education, and other things.”

Bamba said IFAD has successfully carried out a number 
of projects to entice youth to stay in rural areas: “In Sen-
egal we have a young entrepreneur who is producing ma-
chinery for farmers in his area; he also repairs them. Such 
an activity helps to keep young people in the rural areas.”

Great potential Experts said the youth in Africa has the 
potential to take over from older farmers and bring new 
technology to the continent’s agricultural production. 
Young people have access to the internet, they have ac-
cess to satellite TV, they know how to modernize, they are 
open to innovation, they are open to new technology and 
they are open to learn,” said Bamba.

But the full potential of the youth can only be tapped 
if they get the opportunity. “Give them the means then 
agriculture will develop, give them access to finance, give 
them access to land and access to technology. We need to 
develop a conductive environment for them.” 

He said mistakes have been made in the past where 
policies are put in place without consulting youths who 
are supposed to be the main beneficiaries. 

By Sam Olukoya
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Youth delegates at the Global Youth Innovation Workshop - Fair discuss issues around Africa’s agricultural output and what role the 
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